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CHAIR’S
MESSAGE

ON behalf of the Rotary FNQ Field Days organising committee, 
I would like to offer a warm welcome to the 2025 Field Days. I 
consider it an honour to be Chair of this amazing event. 

I would, firstly, like to offer gracious thanks to all the members 
of the Rotary FNQ Field Days organising committee, who are 
members of the Mareeba and Atherton Rotary clubs. We are truly 
grateful for the work of these people and the effort they put in 
above and beyond what is expected.

Secondly, I would like to thank the volunteers at the gates, the 
parking attendants, those handing out the guides and serving 
you in the Tea House and the Bar. This includes our excellent 
coordinators of various area. Without our coordinators and 
volunteers this event would not be possible.

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the work done in 
coordinating a new part of our Field Days, the Ag and Innovation 
theme and area. A huge thank you all, both within the Field Days 
and outside, who have worked tirelessly to enable this to happen.

Our Field Days this year has grown larger with around 600 
sites. We have the theme of Ag and Innovation, which has a 
wide scope of presentations and offers people the opportunity to 
have a look at innovations on local farms. A huge thank you to 
the farmers who offered their properties to enable people to see 
innovations in action.

A huge thank you and reference to our founders in the form 
of the Rotarians who started the Field Days many years ago. I am 
sure that what the event has grown to from the start in middle of 
the 1980s to now and into the future was not envisaged to become 
the remarkable agricultural event that it today.

The spectacle is held every two years and provides an enormous 
economic and social investment in not just Mareeba and Atherton, 
but to the whole of Cairns and districts. All monies raised from 
this event goes back to the local communities. There has been 
nearly $1 million dollars distributed to the many charities and 
organisations across the region.

The Field Days is also very much a social experience as people 
can catch up with old friends, colleagues and distributors. It 
allows people to gather and have conversations as well as being 
at Field Days.

This year we have our returning strategic partners – Mete 
Motor Group, Mareeba Tyrepower and NQ Agricultural Services.

I thank them sincerely for their ongoing support of this event.
I would like to give a specific mention to the people who have 

offered and given support since the passing of our past chair 
Kevin Davies. While Kevin is an irreplaceable loss, many people 
have come forward to offer their services to our event and this is 
greatly appreciated. 

I would like to also mention the many other sponsors listed in 
this guide who are also crucial to the ongoing success of the event 
and I thank them for their support.

The Official Guide is your road map to the site and it is 
becoming bigger and better each event. I’m sure this will provide 
you with all the information that you need to make the most of 
your time with us this year.

On behalf of the organising committee, we hope you have 
wonderful experience in 2025.  

Andrew McCosh
2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days Chair
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Rotary FNQ Field Days 
returns bigger than ever
GET ready for Northern Australia’s biggest 
display of agricultural excellence – an event that 
brings together the best of farming, innovation, 
and community spirit.

The vibrant showcase celebrates the heart of 
the region’s agriculture, featuring cutting-edge 
technology, local businesses and interactive 
exhibits for all ages.

Businesses from across Queensland and 
interstate have jumped at the chance to take 
part in the biennial 2025 Rotary FNQ Field 
Days, which will be held at the Mareeba Rodeo 
Grounds on May 28, 29 and 30.

The three-day event has grown exponentially 
since its conception in the mid-1980s, with more 
than 16,000 people attending in 2023 and a 
record of more than 500 sites and 450 exhibitors.

This year’s event promises to set the bar even 
higher, in a celebration of everything that makes 
Northern Australia’s agricultural industry 
strong, sustainable and full of potential.

Hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Atherton 
and Mareeba, all funds raised are donated to 
charities and community organisations.

This year’s key theme of Ag and Innovation 
has attracted peak national bodies, industry 
groups and representatives, who will deliver 
presentations and displays in an all-new 

agriculture and innovation area.
Crowd-favourites will also be returning, such 

as the Tractor Pull and Garden Tractor Display, 
daily working machinery demonstrations, 
events in the arena, cattle display, Emergency 
Services display, market stalls, and much more.

Tablelands businesses Mete Motor Group, 
Tyrepower Mareeba, and NQ Agricultural 
Services have again thrown their support behind 
the hugely successful event, coming on board as 
the Strategic Partners.

Rotary FNQ Field Days event Chair Andrew 
McCosh encouraged members of the community 
to get behind the Field Days, in what promises to 
be the event’s biggest and best to date.

“There are going to be some incredible 
showcases and demonstrations of new 
innovations and the latest products, plenty of 
food options and great general networking 
opportunities,” he said.

“This event gives people an opportunity to 
come and see what’s going on in the agricultural 
area and some of our locals are at the forefront 
of that innovation.

“I really enjoy going through the exhibits and 
looking at what they’ve got to offer, and how it’s 
going to be used to improve the future.

“There are some extremely innovative people 

on the Tablelands running things to improve 
a whole range of different processes with 
technology.

“I’m pretty certain that most people will walk 
away with at least one or two things that they’re 
going to use or maybe think about using in the 
future.”

Mr McCosh praised the dedicated organising 
committee for all their efforts in planning and 
preparing for the 2025 event.

“We’ve got a very strong committee – everyone 
does their part and it all pulls together,” he said.

“The committee members are all volunteers 
and it would be hundreds of hours of work that 
they have put in.

“I’ve also got to give credit to Site Co-
Ordinator Nina Grant and Marketing Manager 
Jeanette Sturiale who are part of the glue that 
holds everything together for the whole event.

“The event simply would not go ahead with 
such people who are key.”

Site co-ordinator Nina Grant said there were 
more than 500 sites and 450 exhibitors ready to 
showcase and demonstrate new innovations and 
the latest products.

“We are very happy with the interest we have 
and we’re certain that we will sell out,” she said.

“The Ag and Innovation area of this year’s 

event has taken it to yet another level. The 
interest has been incredible.” 

Online bookings are the preferred method 
for ticket sales, with a discounted rate available 
for pre-purchase tickets single day tickets - $10 
single day entry, $25 for a three-day pass, and 
$8 for Pensioner or Disability Concession Card 
Holder.

Once you’ve purchased your ticket, a link 
will be sent to your phone that you show upon 
entering the Rotary FNQ Field Days.

Tickets will still be available to purchase at 
the gate on the day – $15 single day entry, $30 
for a three-day pass, and $10 for Pensioner or 
Disability Concession Card Holder.

Entry is free for children under 17, school 
students in uniform and teachers in company 
with group, and carer/support workers 
accompanying a person or group.

The 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days will be open 
Wednesday, May 28 and Thursday, May 29 from 
9.00am to 5.00pm, and Friday, May 30 from 
9.00am to 3.00pm.

To purchase tickets or for more details about 
this year’s event, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

INNOVATION, 
INDUSTRY, IMPACT



MAREEBA 

FROM humble beginnings on the Atherton 
Tablelands, the Rotary FNQ Field Days has 
grown into a premier agriculture event.

What started as a local initiative has 
flourished into a large-scale showcase of 
innovation, industry, and community spirit.

This year, the three-day event promises to be 
the biggest and best yet, proudly hosted by the 
Rotary Clubs of Atherton and Mareeba.

With more exhibitors, more attractions, 
and more opportunities to connect, 2025 is 
set to make a new chapter in the Field Days’ 
remarkable journey.

The Mareeba Rodeo Grounds will be 
transformed into a village of agricultural 
excellence, showcasing the very best machinery, 
equipment, services, and products from all 
over the country.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Site Co-ordinator, 
Nina Grant said there had been strong demand 
from businesses and organisations from across 
Queensland and interstate wanting to take part 
this year.

As a result, there will be more than 500 
sites and 450 exhibitors to cater for the event’s 
expediential growth.

“We are very happy with the interest we have 
had and there are still people wanting to book, 
but we’re running out,” Ms Grant said.

“We have many exhibitors that come back 
year after year to the Field Days because they 
do so well over the three days.

“So many businesses report great sales and 
great customer interaction as well as generating 
new interest from being out in the public.

“Due to this success, we have businesses 
that have never taken part in the Field Days 
and want to be involved and get their name 
out there. We’ve created more exhibitor sites to 
allow for this growth and it’s something we’re 
really excited about.”

Rotary FNQ Field Days Event Chairman 
Andrew McCosh said it was great to see so 
many businesses returning to the event in 2025, 
and welcomed those who would be exhibiting 
for the first time.

“We have a very strong repeat customer base 
and many of them have been coming since the 
event first started,” he said.

“The demand for sites has always been very 
strong. 

“We sell out 80 per cent of the sites within 
two weeks of them being released. Its highly 
competitive to get spots.”

The Rotary FNQ Field Days is also known for 

its work in giving back to the local community, 
with more than $30,000 donated to various 
charities and organisations in 2023.

This is a result of the large number of 
volunteers who put their hand up to work and 
in exchange for a donation to their chosen 
charity or organisation.

Volunteer Co-ordinator Ida Portella said 
the event simply would not be possible without 
community members offering their time to 
help. 

“For everyone that volunteers, we pay $20 
per hour volunteered to their preferred charity 
or not for profit organisation of choice,” she 
said.

“In the past we paid $15 per hour, but this 
year we’ve increased that as a way to really show 
our appreciation for their support.”

A dedicated pickup and drop off service will 
also be on offer at the event to assist people that 
purchase larger items from exhibitors.

Ms Grant said volunteers would drive the 

large items out to the gates throughout the day 
to assist patrons delivering the items to their 
car.

“This is going to be a new dedicated service 
to help people deliver the larger items that they 
have bought back to their vehicles,” she said.

“There will be a direct phone number and 
exhibitors will ring to book in that service for 
the customer. People can also visit the Site Office 
on the day if they’d like more information.”

2025 Field Days set to break new ground

THE Tablelands region is reaping the rewards 
of hosting Northern Australia’s biggest display 
of agricultural excellence, with a significant 
surge of economic activity to the community.

The three-day Rotary FNQ Field Days 
transforms the area into a bustling hub, 
attracting more than 16,000 visitors and 
hundreds of businesses, and injecting valuable 
revenue into local tourism, hospitality and 
retail sectors.

From increased accommodation bookings 
to higher retail and hospitality spending, the 
biennial event not only showcases the region’s 
key role in Australia’s agricultural landscape, 
but also drives growth, jobs and long-term 
regional development.

Mareeba Chamber of Commerce President 
and Regional Development Australia Board 
Member, Joe Moro said the Field Days was 
one of the town’s major events that injected 
millions of dollars into the local economy.

“From an economic point of view the Field 
Days, similar to the Mareeba Rodeo and 
Savannah in the Round, are huge economic 
boosts for the town and for the area,” he said.

“Savannah in the Round injects about 
$30 million into the area – we don’t have that 
economic data for the Field Days yet, but we’d 
probably get half that injected into the town. 

“The big benefit is that more people will 
be driving through the CBD, some of them 
will stop and have a bite to eat or fuel up and 
spend a bit of money. Some people will also be 
staying in the motels – I’d imagine most would 
be booked solid leading up to the Field Days, 
and that’s a statement you can make across the 
Tablelands as well.

“Even the Tablelands Regional Council 
area benefit from the event and even Cairns 
gets a bit of spin off because some people will 
drive up and down each day, especially the 
exhibitors from Cairns.

“There’s also a lot of work that’s generated 
by the simple fact that the event happens.”

This year’s key theme of Ag and Innovation 
has attracted a range of peak national bodies, 
industry groups, and key representatives 
to attend the Field Days, such as QFF 
(Queensland Farmers’ Federation), NFF 
(National Farmers’ Federation) and HIA 
(Horticulture Innovation Australia).

Mr Moro said having such dignitaries 
attend was a step in the right direction to 
growing the Field Days even further.

“There will be people here this year from 
all over Australia because we have the QFF 
Breakfast, and NFF forum to discuss the 
issues with farmers and share some interesting 
developments in Ag Innovation space,” he 
said.

“I’d like to see this event become as big 
as Beef Week one day, which is held down in 
Toowoomba every two years. It’s huge.

“I’d like to see politicians one day just come 
to our event to talk to the locals as permanent 
fixture on their calendar, rather than be 
invited.”

Rotary FNQ Field Days Event Chair 
Andrew McCosh encouraged locals to come 
along and show their support.

“It’s really important that people come and 
support things like this because it’s a massive 
job to put together,” he said.

“It gives people an opportunity to come 
and see what’s going on in the agricultural 
area … some of our locals are at the forefront 
of innovation.

“The event also pours a lot of money 
economically into the community and that’s 
felt right through Atherton, Mareeba, Cairns.

“All the motels get booked out and the 
various facilities in the area get used too. It 
really does boost the economic development 
in the whole area.

“Quite a number of the exhibitors offer 
specials during the Field Days too so it’s a 
great way to them to make sales and get their 
name out there to a wide range of people.”

Major economic boost for region
“There’s a lot of work that’s 

generated by the simple fact that 
the event happens”

A LEGACY OF GROWTHA LEGACY OF GROWTH
BIGGEST FIELD DAYS IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA4
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MACHINES from generations past are 
being dusted off and oiled up as part of this 
year’s Vintage Static Engine exhibit.

A popular feature of the Rotary FNQ 
Field Days, the display features a variety 
of vintage working engines and other 
machines from generations past that have 
been restored.

The display complements all the action at 
the Tractor Pull and Garden Tractor Display. 

Spectators will have the chance to get 
up close and personal with the vintage 
machines and their owners to learn about 
the rich history of the machines.

Display co-ordinator Ray Blain said 
machinery collectors from Burdekin, 
Townsville, Mareeba and Chillagoe had 
signed up to take part in what’s expected to 
the best biggest and best exhibit to date.

He said more than 10 vintage engines 
would be on display, providing the ultimate 
showcase of old and new.

“There’s so many facets about doing this 
hobby … but attending the Field Days is 
showing people yesterday’s equipment in 
today’s environment,” he said.

“You go out and collect an engine from a 
farm or somewhere, you listen to the stories 

that the men and women folk talk about and 
what they had to do to work it, and then you 
bring it home and restore it. Then you take 
it to an event like the Field Days and you 
can see their face light up when they see it 
restored and running.

“It’s returning memories that at times 
aren’t all that kind to some of these people, 
but they do have a kind word to say to you 
about what you’ve done.

“It’s the stories, it’s the people, it’s the 
feedback that you get for your labour of 
love.”

Mr Blain said while the number of engine 
restorers was starting to dwindle, it was 
important to support local events such as 
the Field Days.

“I will be taking along three or four 
engines, Tony Little from Chillagoe will also 
be taking along three or four,” he said.

“The guys from the Burdekin will be 
taking up a nice big engine and also an auto 
cycle, which is a motorised push bike that 
they ride around on. It’s quite a nice exhibit.

“We’ve also got a couple of water pumps 
and hot air engine that will be on display.”

The Vintage Static Engine exhibit will be 
located near the tractor pull area.

Labour of love on display at vintage engine exhibit
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THE mighty roar of tractors being put to the 
ultimate test will be heard far and wide at the 
Rotary FNQ Field Days.

The hugely popular Tractor Pull and Garden 
Tractor Display is back bigger and better than 
ever, and has grown to become one of the most 
popular attractions at the three-day event.

Sponsored by Gr8 Northern Ag and 
Kubota in 2025, more than 40 tractors from 
across Queensland had registered to battle 
it out for glory on Wednesday and Thursday 
morning and afternoon, followed by a final 
demonstration on Friday morning.

Each of the machines that enter the 
competition must meet the guidelines of being 
two-wheel drive and at least 40 years old. 

The tractor pull involves either a ‘vintage’ 
or ‘classic tractor’ pulling a sled along a 120m 
track. Engine capacity categories range from 
20 horsepower (HP) right up to more than 200 
HP and additional crawler classes. 

Two sleds will be in action – one to pull 
20HP to 100HP tractors, and a second to pull 
100HP to over 200HP – as well as a smaller sled 
for the kid’s category. 

NQ Tractor Pulling Inc president, Mark 
Brown said he was looking forward to this 
year’s competition.

“We’ve had lots of interest and there will 
have lots of impressive tractors in the mix 
this year that will put on a good show for the 
crowds,” he said.

“We’ve had people interested from Mackay, 
Ingham, Babinda, Innisfail, Mossman, and 
probably 20 tractors from our locals.

“My daughter has a Zetor tractor and she’s 
painted it pink for Breast Cancer – that will 
be an eye catching one. She was never going to 
paint one of my John Deere’s pink.

“We’ve also got a young fella from Mount 
Surprise that will be competing in the junior 
section that’s done a great job.”

The competition will also feature the next 
generation of agricultural leaders, with a 
Garden Tractor Display for junior competitors 
as young as eight to get involved in.

Modified ride-on lawn mowers with the 
deck removed and garden tractors under 15HP 
and over 15HP, pulling a smaller sled will also 
line up to put their machines to the test.

The Gr8 Northern Ag Kubota Tractor Pull 
and Garden Tractor Display will take place 
on Wednesday and Thursday at 10.30am and 
2.30pm. The final will be held on Thursday at 
2.30pm and there will be a demonstration on 
Friday morning at 10.30am.

Horsepower Horsepower 
unleashed unleashed 
at Field at Field 
DaysDays
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Made possible 
thanks to the 
support of the 

following businesses

THE Rotary FNQ Field Days is made possible 
thanks to a passionate team of volunteers who 
selflessly give their time, skills, and energy to 
bring the event to life.

From planning and set up, to supporting 
exhibitors and guiding visitors, these 
community-minded individuals are the heart of 
the Field Days.

Their dedication not only ensures the 
smooth running of the event, but a powerful 
example of how community spirit, hard work, 
and generosity come together to create lasting 
impact across the region.

A combined project of the Rotary Clubs of 
Atherton and Mareeba, the biennial Rotary FNQ 
Field days is run entirely by volunteers (apart 
from two part-time paid contract positions), 
who play a vital role in helping raise thousands 
of dollars for both Tablelands clubs to distribute 
to their benefactor communities.

In addition to Rotarians, the event also 
attracts a large number of individuals and 
community groups who donate their time and 
exchange for a donation to their chosen charity 
or organisation.

Some of which include Cancer Queensland, 
QCWA, Lions Clubs and Friends of the Far 
North Queensland Hospital Foundation and 
much more.

In 2023, more than $30,000 was donated to 
various charities and organisations.

Rotarian of 24 years and 2025 Event 
Chairman, Andrew McCosh is passionate about 
giving back to his local community.

“We’ve got a very strong committee – 
everyone does their part and it all pulls 
together,” he said.

“The committee members are all volunteers 
and it would be hundreds of hours of work that 
they have put in. 

“As soon as one Field Days event is over, 
planning and preparation for the next in two 
years’ time begins.

“I’ve also got to give credit to Site Co-
Ordinator Nina Grant and Marketing Manager 
Jeanette Sturiale… who are part of the glue that 
holds everything together for the whole event.

“If we lost people who were key, this event 
would not go ahead.”

Rotary FNQ Field Days Volunteer Co-
ordinator and Rotarian, Ida Portella said the 
event simply would not be possible without 
community members offering their time to help. 

She said those who volunteer would receive 
a donation towards their nominated groups or 
charities in exchange for their time volunteering.

“Lots of organisations and individuals have 
come on board, which is absolutely fantastic,” 
she said. 

“It’s all about giving back to our community 
and people have been very supportive.”

Field Days powered by 
community volunteers
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PRIZES worth almost $3000 are on offer for 
accurately guessing the weight of this superb 
30-month-old Santa Gertrudis bull.

The $26 000 sire from the Tallangalook Santa 
Gertrudis Angus and Shorthorn stud at Barrine 
will be on display at the Nutrien Ag site H1-H5 
for all three days at Mareeba.

To enter all you have to do is go to the Nutrien 
site and make a gold coin donation to raise funds 
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service.

Enter as many times as you wish (each time 
donating a gold coin to RFDS) to be in the 
running to be in the hunt to win the following 
great prices:

• Meat voucher worth $1500 at Cross Custom 
Meats

• Webber Family Q+ worth $929
• 65lt Ringers Western Cooler worth $349 

prizes
Tallangalook stud principal Nick Trompf 

said the inaugural RFDS guess the weight fund-
raising competition at the 2023 Field Days was 
a hit.

“We had hundreds of entries and raised 
almost $3000 for RFDS, one of the most worthy 
causes for regional and remote Australia as 
shown yet again with the south west Queensland 
flooding,” Mr Trompf said.

“Many people who entered the 2023 
competition at the Rotary FNQ Field Days went 
surprisingly close with their weight estimates - 
and two women guessed to the exact kilogram 
so we had to draw the final winner from a hat.

“With the fantastic list of prizes supplied 
by Nutrien Ag solutions we are aiming to raise 
much more for the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
this year.” 

To enter and view the bull, visit the Nutrien 
Ag Solutions exhibit at site H1-H5.

MAREEBA MAREEBA 

Guess  Guess  
weight, weight, 
win bigwin big

Accurately guess the weight of this 30-month-old sire from the 
Tallangalook Santa Gertrudis, Angus and Shorthorn stud and you could win a 

$1500 meat voucher from Cross Custom Meats or other great prizes.

Visitors to the 2025 Field Days with a keen eye for cattle will 
have a chance to win big while raising funds for the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service.

GRAZIERS from far and wide will 
showcase their quality stock in a display 
of true resilience and dedication after a 
significant wet season for many.

The display is a key attraction of the 
Rotary FNQ Field Days and highlights the 
strength of the region’s livestock industry.

The cattle display also attracts interest 
from industry representatives and 
potential buyers alike.

Brahman, Drought Master, Murray 
Grey, Angus and Shorthorns will be some 
of the cattle featured in this year’s display.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Site Co-
Ordinator Nina Grant said more than 
30 pens had been sold – a strong rollout 
despite some graziers having to cancel 
after being impacted by an extreme wet 
season.

“The cattle area was fully booked 
earlier in the year and then we created 
more pens than we had in 2023 with some 
portable panels,” she said.

“It was very crazy when we did launch – 
we had people on waitlists.

“But since then, we had some 
cancellations due to the weather. The 
people that were coming in from West 
experienced significant rain and flooding 
and the cattle in not in the condition that 
they would like, or their too busy trying 
to keep the farm going during the extreme 
weather.

“With farming, agriculture and 
livestock the farmers are heavily impacted 
by weather and we do have extreme 
weather across Queensland and interstate 
so that impacts our event at times.”

From paddock to pride: Graziers bring their bestFrom paddock to pride: Graziers bring their best
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FROM tropical fruits and sugarcane to 
cattle and crops, the region’s rich soils 
and favourable climate support a thriving 
industry that underpins both local liveli-
hoods and international trade.

The region’s unique geography and 
climate zones allow for year-round pro-
duction, making it a cornerstone of Aus-
tralia’s agricultural economy.

Major industries across the Far North 
region include agriculture, horticulture, 
cattle and poultry, and mining.

The region is also now home to renew-
able energy industry and cotton. 

Reflecting the region’s strength in the 
horticulture sector, the gross value of pro-
duction is sitting at $748 million, a 42 per 
cent increase in five years according to 
the 2024 Mareeba & Atherton Tablelands 
Horticulture Profile.

Farmour Managing Director, Ebony 
Faichney carried out the 2024 report, and 
said there had been one key crop that had 
contributed to the significant growth.

“A lot of that growth can be contribut-
ed to the growing citrus industry, which 
is now the highest vale commodity for the 
Mareeba and Tablelands area,” she said.

The 2024 Mareeba & Atherton Table-
lands Horticulture Profile detailed that 
the citrus industry had increased in value 
by 200 per cent in the past five years, due 

to maturation of high yielding lemon and 
mandarin plantings with strong market 
prices. 

“We’ve also seen strong prices and new 
plantings of banana, citrus, table grapes 
and papaya,” Ms Faichney said.

“Avocados are still up there, but the 
total value of that industry has declined. 
Total hectares of avocados have doubled 
in the past five years, but market prices 
have halved, resulting in a net decrease of 
$25M.

“The impacts of Cyclone Jasper and 
the summer that we had following, is well 
and truly still being felt by growers … the 
long-term financial burden of an absolute 
awful season is going to be felt for some 
time.

“Most of our tree crops you’ve got one 
shot at harvest and unfortunately no one 
made any money that year.” 

Ms Faichney said horticulture growers 
were currently facing struggles around 
compliance burden and profitability

“The Red Tape and hoops that they 
have to jump through are getting harder 
and faster unfortunately, which is causing 
all of our issues at the moment for grow-
ers,” she said.

“Also cost of production is going up, 
cost of labour is going up, but returns to 
growers are going down.

“Although the value of production of 
horticulture in the region continues to 
grow, that figure does not represent grow-
er profitability, and most commodities 
have experienced a farm gate gross value 
production growth, but cost of produc-
tion has increased significantly more.

“It’s a bit of an uncertain time at the 
moment, but the diversity of the Mareeba 
and Atherton Tablelands is a real feather 
in our cap and something that we can lean 
on. That’s why many growers grow multi-
ple crops.”

While the 2025 outlook remained 
somewhat uncertain, Ms Faichney said 
a lot of work was being done behind 
the scenes around compliance burden 
through peak industry bodies and Gov-
ernment.

“We’re hopeful that we’re going to see 
some positive changes for growers in the 
next 12 months, but it’s a huge mountain 
to climb,” she said.

Beyond crops, FNQ also supports 
thriving livestock and aquaculture indus-
tries, reinforcing its status as a power-
house of rural productivity and innova-
tion.

To view the full 2024 Mareeba & 
Atherton Tablelands Horticulture Profile, 
visit www.farmour.com.au

FNQ industries at the heart 
of national and global supply

THROUGHOUT the 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days 
visitors will have the chance to attend a range of special 
presentations from peak national bodies, industry 
groups, and key agricultural representatives.

The sessions will offer valuable insights into 
emerging trends and innovations shaping the future 
of agriculture all focused around the event’s key theme 
for 2025 - Agriculture and Innovation.

It is also a unique chance for attendees to connect 
face-to-face with experts, ask questions, and build 
relationships that support growth, learning and 
collaboration throughout the sector.

Minister for Primary Industries, Tony Perrett will 
be attending the Field Days, 

He will join the Queensland Farmers' Federation 
(QFF) special AgTech and Innovation Breakfast event 
at the Field Days on Thursday morning.

Following the breakfast, he will conduct the Official 
Opening of the 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days.

A range of other key guest speakers attending 
this year’s event include; representatives from NFF 
(National Farmers’ Federation), HIA (Horticulture 
Innovation Australia), Tropical Tourism North 
Queensland, Agritourism Queensland, Agritourism 
business owners Michael and Clare Bees from Emerald 
Creek Ice-Creamery, Gulf Savannah NRM, the DPI, 
Farmsafe Australia, and much more.

Full details of times and locations of the special 
presentations can be found in the Guide.

EXPERTS TAKE THE STAGE: 

Industry 
leaders share 
insights	

Far North Queensland stands out as one of Australia’s most 
diverse and productive agricultural regions, playing a vital role 
in feeding the nation and supporting global markets



LOCAL   /   AFFORDABLE   /   PROFESSIONAL
EXPERIENCED   /   FULLY LICENSED

JAKE RASMUSSEN
www.advanceddroning.com.au
    Advanced Droning Tablelands COVERAGE

Come see us @
H6

nhvr.gov.au

Come along and chat with Andrew from our 
stakeholder engagement team and NHVR 
experts about compliance, fatigue, Chain 
of Responsibility (CoR) and much more.

COME SEE 
US AT SITE C5 

C5
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Honouring 
a legacy 
of service
HUSBAND, Father, Mareeba Shire Councillor, 
Mareeba Rotarian, Chair of the 2023 Rotary 
FNQ Field Days, and a member of many 
community groups and organisations – Kevin 
Davies was the epitome of community and 
giving back to others.

He played a huge part in the operation of 
the Rotary FNQ Field Days since its conception 
and carried a wealth of knowledge on what 
was required for the event to run so smoothly. 

Kevin sadly passed away in January 2025 
following a short battle with illness.

Following the official opening of this year’s 
event on Thursday, May 29, a special tribute 
will be held in honour of Kevin.

2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days Chair, Andrew 
McCosh said Kevin was a dear friend to many 
and such a large part of the Field Days.

He said losing Kevin had hit hard with 
those who worked so closely with him.

“We’ve worked together to try and 
somewhat overcome this big loss,” Mr McCosh 
said.

“Kevin is sorely missed, but the legacy that 
he’s left behind in terms of what he’s done, 

we’ve built on that and been able to use that 
even though he’s gone.

“There’s a number of us that worked very 
closely with him. 

“I do also have to give credit to other people 
in the community that were a supporter of 
Kevin – many have come and offered to help 
out in the event just because they knew how 
passionate he was about the Field Days.”

Mareeba Rotarian and Rotary FNQ Field 
Days Site Co-Ordinator, Nina Grant said the 
knowledge and experience Kevin had on the 
event was unmatched.

She said his absence had left a huge void. 
“He was such a big part of the Field Days 

and friends to us all and we miss him every day 
– I miss him every day,” she said

“He was the nuts and bolts of the event. He 
was my right-hand man.

“It has been a shock to us all and it’s taken 
us a long time to grieve and come out the other 
side.

“We were all a bit lost, but as we do in 
Rotary everyone puts their hand up to help out 
and come together.”
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IN THIS BUSINESS, YOU NEED THE
BEST OILS TO SUCCEED
Buy a 200L drum of oil and get 20L FREE
Buy a 20L or grease carton and save $10

PORTSMITHPETROLEUM.COM.AU

Come and see us at the FNQ field days to discuss
all your fuel and lubricant requirements.

Site D28 P: 07 4252 6580

MAREEBA 

PORTSMITH Fuel & Oil is your 
trusted, locally owned supplier of 
quality Caltex fuels and lubricants in 
North Queensland. As an authorised 
distributor, we take pride in delivering 
premium products with genuine, down-
to-earth service that puts your needs 
first.

Being local isn’t just a slogan – it’s 
who we are. We live and work in North 
Queensland, so we understand the 
importance of reliable supply, superior 
quality, and exceptional service to keep 
your business and vehicles running 
smoothly. Whether you need bulk 
fuel deliveries, premium lubricants, or 
expert advice, we’ve got you covered.

When you choose Portsmith Fuel 
& Oil, you’re choosing more than 
just a fuel supplier—you’re choosing 
a business partner that values 
relationships and understands your 
unique needs. From large-scale 
commercial operations to everyday 
vehicle refueling, we are committed 
to supporting local industries and 
communities with the best products 
and service available.

For honest, no-nonsense service 
backed by industry expertise, look 
no further than Portsmith Fuel & 
Oils. We’re proud to serve North 
Queensland and dedicated to helping 
you succeed.

Portsmith Fuel & Oils – fueling your 
journey, powering your success.

Fueling your success 
with local expertise

RELAX and recharge with some old-fashioned hospitality at the 
Rotary Tea House.

Volunteers will be serving tea, delicious cakes, scones, biscuits 
and much more throughout the three-day event.

Located in the top bar near the arena at the Mareeba Rodeo 
Grounds, Tea House Co-ordinator Sarina Norris encouraged 
visitors to stop by and take a little break.

“It’s set up like a little garden area with tables and chairs for 
people to sit on and an undercover area as well,” she said.

“We tend to get people to stop by for a break after walking 
around the exhibits.

“When the Tea House was first launched at the 2019 Field Days 
it was more the wives that would stop by, but now you see more 
men coming over and we also get quite a few of the exhibitors and 
corporate people bring clients to the Tea House for a chat.

“It’s a quieter atmosphere and you see them there with 
paperwork for that more one-on-one private time.

“It’s evolved from what it originally was, but that’s great.”
Ms Norris said the Tea House would also be catering some of 

the corporate events happening over the three days, such as the 
QFF AgTech and Innovation Breakfast, private lunches, business 
gatherings, forums and more.

“I’ve got a great team of volunteers on board and they’re all 
great to work with,” she said.

“It’s all about networking and corporate work. I have a wedding 
and decorating business so I do a lot of private events, so the Field 
Days is a chance for me to get my name out there and meet new 
people.”

All money raised at the Tea House will go directly back into 
the community. 

Sip, sit 
and stay  
a while 
at the 
Tea house

ADVERTORIAL



FIND US AT SITE F20

RAFFLEFIELD DAY PROMOSFIELD DAY PROMOS RAFFLE

FIND US AT SITE F20
Cowhides, Exotic Hides, Skulls, Texas Longhorns,

Saddlery,  Leather goods, Clothing, Jewellery, Decor,
Merchandise & lots more for Men, Women & Children!

www.cowgirlcountry.com.au

KEEPING IT COUNTRY!

CUSTOM
HOT IRON
BRANDING

Shop instore at
33B Gillies Range Rd

Yungaburra

DON’T DELAY!
GET YOUR MACS

MONITORING BOX TODAY!

0400 867 800
macsmonitoring.com.au

PROTECTING YOUR
IMPORTANT
ELECTRICAL
ASSETS

Tired of fluctuating power ruining your farm,
business & home electrical assets

Fed up wasting time dealing with
insurance companies?

Sick of spending thousands in repairs
& replacements?

0400 867 800
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THE latest and greatest in agriculture and 
innovation will be put in the spotlight at the 2025 
Rotary FNQ Field Days, as the highly anticipated 
event attracts some of the nation’s leading 
industry voices.

Peak national bodies, industry groups, and 
key representatives will converge at the Mareeba 
Rodeo Grounds on May 28, 29 and 30 to share 
knowledge, showcase cutting-edge technology, 
and explore the future of farming.

As one of the most anticipated events on the 
agricultural calendar, this year’s Rotary FNQ 
Field Days promises to inspire, educate, and 
connect the agri-community.

Focused around the 2025 key theme – Ag and 
Innovation – forums and a various presentations 
will be held over the three-day event featuring a 
range of guest speakers.

In attendance will be representatives from 
QFF (Queensland Farmers’ Federation), NFF 
(National Farmers’ Federation) and HIA 
(Horticulture Innovation Australia), Tropical 
Tourism North Queensland, Agritourism 
Queensland, Agritourism business owners 
Michael and Clare Bees from Emerald Creek 
Ice-Creamery, Gulf Savannah NRM, the DPI, 
Farmsafe Australia, and more.

Sponsored by TRAVEARTH Drone Services, 
the Ag and Innovation forums will allow 
visitors to connect face-to-face with a range of 
representatives and be informed about some of 
the up-and-coming innovations in agriculture.

The forms are also held in partnership with 
FNQ Growers – an organisation that represents 
growers of all horticultural commodities in Far 

North Queensland from Lakeland in the north, 
south to Tully and west to Georgetown.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Event Chairman 
Andrew McCosh said highlighting agricultural 
innovation was vital, and visitors to this year’s 
event would be in for an eye-opening experience.

“The collaboration with QFF, NFF and HIA 
for this year’s event has been critical with the 
driving of agricultural innovation, which is our 
key theme,” he said.

“The innovations and technology are an event 
highlight for me. We’ve sort of done it in previous 
events, but not to the extent that we are this year,” 
he said.

“It’s really critical that it’s happened this year, 
and I think it’s really going to help us build good 
foundations on future events in terms of how we 
can continue to grow. I’m really looking forward 
to that.

“Agricultural innovation is the way to go – 
you’ve got to adapt to change in different times 
and different climates. 

“I think it’s important that people who attend 
the Field Days have the opportunity to go and 
view what’s happening and where agriculture and 
innovation is heading.”

In an event first, visitors to the Field Days will 
have the chance to take part in Farm Tours on 
Wednesday, 28 May and Thursday, 29 May. Those 
who register will meet at the Ag and Innovation 
Area at 1pm, before heading off on the local tour.

Day one of the tour will take visitors to 
Skybury Farms to view the picking and packing 
of papaya, a Lemon Myrtle processing plant at 
Paddy’s Green, and to Pinata Farming to view the 

planting of pineapples.
On day two, visitors will get to learn about 

the Mareeba-Dimbulah irrigation scheme which 
includes Lake Tinaroo and the modernisation 
project that has been completed, a visit to Rocky 
Creek Orchards to see their automated spray 
machine, and Rock Ridge Farming’s impressive 
packing operations.

Queensland Farmers' Federation (QFF) is 
one industry body that will be attending the 
Field Days this year, and will be hosting a special 

AgTech and Innovation Breakfast on Thursday 
from 7am to 9am.

Held in collaboration with FNQ Growers, 
guests will hear insights into the current state 
of play in agriculture and the valuable role of 
technology and innovation in building a strong 
future for Queensland farmers. 

Among those attending will be Queensland 
Minister for Primary Industries the Hon Tony 
Perrett MP and Minister for Local Government 
and Water and Minister for Fire, Disaster 
Recovery and Volunteers the Hon Ann Leahy MP.

There will also be opportunities to network 
with representatives from QFF peak body 
members, industry leaders and key stakeholders, 
and be part of the conversation about how 

innovation is driving efficiency and productivity 
in Queensland agriculture.

QFF CEO Jo Sheppard said Far North 
Queensland was a powerhouse of agricultural 
production across several commodities including 
horticulture, sugarcane, dairying, and grazing. 

“QFF is pleased to be attending this year’s FNQ 
Field Days. As Northern Australia’s largest field 
day, the FNQ Field Days plays an important role 
in bringing together local farmers, businesses, 
and community members,” she said.

“The success and growth of FNQ Field Days is 
a testament to the hard work of the Rotary Clubs 
of Atherton and Mareeba, who we congratulate 
for putting on this wonderful event to the benefit 
of both their local communities, as well as the 
broader agricultural supply chain and Australian 
businesses who travel north to attend.

“QFF always welcomes the opportunity to 
join our peak body members Canegrowers 
and Queensland Fruit & Vegetable Growers in 
engaging with their members growers in the Far 
North Queensland region.”

The Ag and Innovation display will also 
feature Rabobank’s impressive ‘Rabotruck’ for 
the duration of the thee-day event. It features 
tables, chairs, shade and interactive displays.

Agriculture and Innovation 
set to take centre stage 

“Agricultural innovation is the way to go – you’ve got to 
adapt to change in different times and different climates”



Get the power of your local Tyrepower pro
SINCE the Year 2000, John and 
Adriana Raso have been powering 
vehicles of all sizes with the best 
wheels and tyres around.
The multi-award winning Tyrepower 
store in Mareeba is a dealer for 
Australia’s largest independent tyre 
retailer and together they have a 
commitment to customer service, 
quality, flexibility and the best 
value.
Located in the centre of town, 
Mareeba Tyrepower have a huge 

range of tyres, wheels and vehicle 
services on offer from brands you 
know and trust.
A variety of services are available 
in our repair shop and you can also 
benefit from promotional events on 
a regular basis.
Tyrepower’s broad range of 
products and services include tyres, 
wheels, batteries, wheel alignment, 
suspension, truck tyres, agricultural 
tyres, RTV and ATV tyres, earthmover 
tyres and a mobile tyre service.

Tyrepower is recognised by many 
of the largest manufacturers as 
a primary distribution channel 
in Australia and has preferential 
buying arrangements with industry 
trade names such as Toyo, Kumho, 
Dunlop, Maxxis, Cooper, ROH 
Wheels, Speedy Wheels, Mullins 
Wheels and Century Batteries.
Tyrepower is uniquely positioned 
to offer you a wide range of quality 
products that meet your needs and 
provide you with the best value.

“We are focused on providing 
knowledgeable and friendly 
customer service,” said Mr Raso.
“This is why Tyrepower has become 
Australia’s biggest and most 
respected tyre retailer.”
Tyrepower Mareeba is proud to be a 
strategic partner of the Rotary FNQ 
Field Days.
“We are long term locals and we 
pride ourselves on giving back to 
the community wherever we can,” 
Mr Raso said.

With a team of seven experienced 
tyre professionals, don’t hesitate 
to visit Mareeba Tyrepower to find 
tyres that suit your vehicle and your 
driving comfort.
Get the power of Australia’s leading 
tyre retailer in Mareeba and Cairns.
Call in to 143 Walsh Street in 
Mareeba or 136 Spence Street in 
Cairns, or see the team at the Rotary 
FNQ Field Days for great deals, the 
best service, advice and the right 
price.

MAREEBA
Proud Strategic Partner of 
the Rotary FNQ Field Days 
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SEE US
FOR GIANT 
FIELD DAY 

DEALS!
- SITES H18-H22 -

GET THE POWER OF AUSTRALIA’S
BIGGEST INDEPENDENT IN MAREEBA

MAREEBA
FIRST FOR SERVICE, ADVICE AND THE RIGHT PRICE!

143 WALSH STREET, MAREEBA - 4092 3300
136 SPENCE STREET, CAIRNS - 4051 0033
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Want to find out more about the 
comprehensive range of FUCHS 
lubricants which meet or exceed all 
major machinery manufacturers’  
performance requirements? 

Come & visit the FUCHS Lubricants stand at this year’s 
ROTARY FNQ FIELD DAYS and find out why more people 
are choosing FUCHS to be their lubricants company.

ROTARY FNQ FIELD DAYS
28th / 29th / 30th May 2025
Bourke Developmental Road, Mareeba QLD

LUBRICANTS.
TECHNOLOGY.

PEOPLE.

PH 1800 1800 13
www.fuchs.com.au

YS

Want to find out more about the 
comprehensive range of FUCHS 
lubricants which meet or exceed all 
major machinery manufacturers’  

YSYS

AS part of the Australian landscape 
for over 100 years, FUCHS is 
committed to supporting local 
farmers through world class 
agricultural lubricants.  

As the only major company that 
manufactures lubricants, grease, 
coolants and additives in Australia, 
FUCHS continues to invest in local 
infrastructure, including a world class 
manufacturing plant in Beresfield, 
NSW that helps to ensure that 
regional customers have access to 
the products they need, especially 
in the uncertain times we currently 
face.

With an extensive network of 
stockists in Far North Queensland, 
including a depot in Cairns operated 
by FNQ oils, events such as the 
Rotary FNQ Field Days in FNQ and 
Farmfest in Toowoomba are both 
very important to FUCHS and we are 
proud to back here again in 2025.

High performance lubricants

LOOKING FOR A FUCHS STOCKIST?  
FNQ STOCKISTS OF THE FUCHS 
AGRICULTURE RANGE:
▪ FNQ Oil Distributors – Shed 5/87 
Cook St, Portsmith QLD 4870. Phone  
0408 774 628.
▪ HMBT Pty Ltd – 8 Thora Cleland Dr, 
Mareeba QLD 4880. Phone 0477 511 
009.	
▪ Eacham Fuel – 8 Pioneer Dr, Malanda 
QLD 4885. Phone (07) 4096 5577.	
▪ Jett Industrial Supplies – 1 Samuel 
Harry Close, Queenton QLD 4820. 
Phone (07) 4787 3033

▪ R&J Batteries – 8 Lawson St, Tolga 
QLD 4882. Phone (07) 4095 4210.
▪ Just Diesel Truck & Trailer Repairs 
– 3 Dickson Rd, Innisfail QLD 4860. 
Phone (07) 4061 4099.
▪ Flinders Diesel Service Pty Ltd – 4 
Richmond Hill Dr, Hughenden QLD 
4821. Phone (07) 4741 0128.
▪ McLaren Engineering – 20 Maxwell 
Cres, Tolga QLD 4882. Phone: (07) 
4095 4633	
▪ Pacific Fasteners & Hydraulics Pty 
Ltd – Butler St, Tully QLD 4854. Phone 
(07) 4068 3044	

▪ Tracpower – 68-70 Drysdale St, 
Brandon QLD 4808. Phone (07) 4784 
1100
▪ Kidner Contracting – 13 Carrick St, 
Ravenshoe QLD 4888. Phone (07) 
4084 555.
▪ L&W Repairs – 29 Challands St, 
Ingham QLD 4850. Phone (07) 4776 
1255.
▪ Bowen Diesel Services Pty Ltd – LOT 
1 Peter Delamothe Road, Bowen QLD 
4805. Phone (07) 4785 2577.

THE legendary man behind the mic, Glenn 'Minty' 
Mintern will be back to highlight all the action at the 
Rotary FNQ Field Days in 2025.

Boasting radio career spanning over more than three 
decades, Minty will bring his infectious personality and 
talent for storytelling to the Mareeba Rodeo Grounds on 
May 28-30.

Minty has hosted countless events across the country 
and is currently one of the North Queensland Cowboys 
game day presenters. 

Rotary FNQ Field Days Event Chairman Andrew 
McCosh said it was a privilege to have Minty part of the 
event, showcasing the fantastic Ag, Innovation and daily 
action.

“He’s brought a whole new level of professionalism and 
energy to the event and we’re so excited to have him back,” 
he said.

“He’s a great asset and he has a big heart as well. He 
understands that we’re not for profit and that this event is 
all about giving back to the local community. 

“He’s highly sought after and we’re looking forward to 
having him back again.” 

Minty back 
on the mic

ADVERTORIAL



Growing 
Better,  
Together
Aon is proud to be a 
sponsor of the Rotary  
FNQ Field Days for 2025.

Learn more about Aon

aon.com
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THE 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days is set to be 
bigger and better than ever, with exciting new 
attractions added to the schedule.

Designed to engage, entertain, and inspire, 
these additions promise to deliver a memorable 
experience for visitors of all ages.

Whether you’re a long-time attendee or 
a first-time visitor, there’s something new to 
discover at every turn.

In an event first, visitors to the Field Days 
will have the chance to take part in Farm Tours 
on Wednesday, 28th May and Thursday, 29th 
May. Ticket holders will meet at the Ag and 
Innova-tion Area at 1pm, before heading off on 
the tour in a bus.

Rotary FNQ Field Days event chairman 
Andrew McCosh said the free Farm Tours were 
a great addition to the event, allowing people 
to see some of the impressive operations being 
carried out by producers.

“Innovation happens on-farm and it’s very 
difficult to bring that to the field days,” he said.

“What we’ve decided to do it this year as part 
of our Agriculture and Innovation theme, is 
offer a bus of about 50 seats, for the Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoon for those that are 
interested in seeing first-hand the fantastic 
work that’s being done on-farm.”

Day one of the tour will take visitors to 
Skybury Farms to view the picking and packing 
of pa-paya, a Lemon Myrtle processing plant at 
Paddy’s Green, and to Pinata Farming to view 
the planting of pineapples.

On day two, visitors will get to learn about the 
Mareeba-Dimbulah irrigation scheme which 
includes Lake Tinaroo and the modernisation 
project that has been completed, a visit to 

Rocky Creek Orchards to see their automated 
spray machine, and Rock Ridge Farming’s im-
pressive packing operations.

For those interested in machinery, a new 

demonstration from Cairns business Clarke 
Diesel will be one not to miss.

The team will be running skill-based 
machinery demonstrations with a Hitachi 8.5 
tonne ex-cavator. 

Located near the Tractor Pull area each day, 
visitors will have the chance to dig through dirt 
to win prizes as part of the demonstration.

Clarke Diesel is Cairns’ first Hitachi sub-
dealer and will be exhibiting at the Field Days 
for the first time.

Co-Director of Clarke Diesel, Davie Mareno 
said those who visit the business’ site across the 
three days will have the chance to go into the 
draw to be part of the demonstration and win 
prizes.

“When people come through to visit our site 
and register their email address, they will go 
into the draw to spin the wheel where they can 
win a major prize or a dig,” he said.

“We will have some dirt laid out and with 
an operator they land on a grid and dig to find 
prizes buried amongst it. We will have two time 
slots a day.

“We’re looking forward to being out at the 
Field Days. It’s an opportunity for branding 
awareness and getting our name out there.”

A range of other attractions will also be 
running throughout the Field Days at various 
loca-tions.

View the full schedule in this Guide or online 
to ensure you don’t miss any of the action at the 
2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days.

Fresh additions for an 
unforgettable experience



313-315 Byrnes Street, Mareeba
Phone 4092 5100

mareebamazda.com.aumareebamazda.com.au

2025 Mitsubishi Triton MV
Introducing the 2025 Mitsubishi 
Triton MV—a bold evolution of 
one of Australia’s most trusted 
utes. Engineered for both rugged 
performance and refi ned comfort, the 
Triton MV is ready to tackle the diverse 
terrains and demands of Australian life.

Performance & Capability

•  Powerful Bi-Turbo Diesel Engine: 
Equipped with a 2.4L twin-turbo 
four-cylinder diesel engine delivering 
150kW and 470Nm of torque, 
ensuring robust performance for 
both work and play.

•  Advanced Drivetrain Options: 
Choose between rear-wheel drive, 
‘Easy Select’ part-time 4WD, or 
the ‘Super Select II’ full-time 4WD 
system available in higher trims like 

the GLS and GSR, providing optimal 
traction and control in various 
conditions. 

•  Impressive Towing Capacity: With 
a braked towing capacity of up to 
3,500kg, the Triton MV is ready to 
haul heavy loads with ease.

Safety & Technology
•  Comprehensive Safety Suite: 

Standard features include 
autonomous emergency braking
with pedestrian and cyclist 
detection, adaptive cruise control, 
blind-spot monitoring, rear cross-
traffi  c alert, and a 5-star ANCAP 
safety rating, ensuring peace of mind 
on every journey.

•  Modern Infotainment: Stay 
connected with a 9.0-inch 

touchscreen infotainment system, 
complemented by a 7.0-inch digital 
instrument cluster, providing intuitive 
access to navigation, entertainment, 
and vehicle information.

•  Rugged Exterior: The Triton MV 
showcases a bold design with a 
distinctive front grille and robust 
body lines, refl ecting its capability 
and strength.

•  Spacious Interior: Designed with 
comfort in mind, the cabin off ers 
increased front and rear space, 
ergonomic seating, and high-quality 
materials, making long drives more 
enjoyable. 

Pricing & Availability

The 2025 Mitsubishi Triton MV is 
available in various confi gurations 
to suit diff erent needs and budgets. 
($38,000 - $63,790).

Experience the perfect blend of 
durability, performance, and comfort 
with the 2025 Mitsubishi Triton MV. 
Visit Mareeba Mitsubishi to discover 
the Triton that’s right for you.
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NEW 
MAZDA
BTḋ50! 
Introducing the 2025 Mazda BTḋ50 – the ultimate blend 
of rugged capability and refi ned comfort, engineered 
for Australian conditions. Whether you’re navigating the 
outback or cruising city streets, the BTḋ50 is designed to 
meet your every need.

Key Highlights:

•  Powerful Performance: Equipped with a robust 3.0-litre 
turbo diesel engine delivering 140kW and 450Nm of 
torque, the BTḋ50 ensures you have the power to tackle 
any terrain. 

•  Advanced Safety Features: Stay protected with cutting-
edge safety technologies, including autonomous 
emergency braking, adaptive cruise control, blind-spot 
monitoring, and rear cross-traffi  c alert

•  Modern Design: The 2025 model boasts a refreshed 
exterior with a bold front grille, sleek LED headlights, 
and the new Red Earth Metallic paint option, refl ecting 
Australia’s unique landscape.

•  Luxurious Interior: Experience comfort with premium 
materials, a 9-inch touchscreen infotainment system 
featuring wireless Android Auto, and a 7-inch digital 
driver display. 

•  Versatility: Available in various confi gurations, including 
single, freestyle, and dual cab options, with both 4x2
and 4x4 drivetrains, the BTḋ50 is ready for work or play.

Starting from $38,990 for the XS 4x2 Single Cab and 
ranging up to $67,990 for the SP Thunder 4x4 Dual Cab, 
there’s a BTḋ50 to suit every lifestyle and budget.

Discover the 2025 Mazda BTḋ50 – where strength 
meets sophistication. Visit Mareeba Mazda today 
to experience it fi rsthand.
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CARAVAN Satellite Solutions are a 
family owned and operated business 
with over 30 years of satellite 
installation experience. 

They take pride in what they do 
and work together as a team, to 
ensure that we provide all of their  
customers with a premium end to end 
service, guaranteeing 100% customer 
satisfaction each and every time.

As a fully mobile service, they can 
visit you on-site to give you a full free 
appraisal and provide you with all of 
the information you need. 

Their team will be more than 
happy to discuss all aspects of what 
is involved and answer any questions 

you may have.
As the premium preferred supplier 

through North Queensland for UEC, 
they are fully qualified to supply and 
install the HALO Automatic Satellite 
Dish in your caravan, providing you 
with access to VAST TV/Radio and 
Pay TV services and giving you some 
of the creature comforts of home.

Their team are highly trained and 
fully insured, so you know that when 
you choose us, you are choosing a 
team that really knows what they are 
doing, who will complete your job to the 
highest standards. 

Should any issues arise or if 
you have any questions after your 

installation, they are able to offer 
you phone support and if required, 
and offer a back-to-base 36 month 
Australia-wide warranty.

As a team, they are committed to 
offering excellence in not only our 
technical services, but also in our 
customer care. 

Their friendly and helpful technicians 
are here to help and to make sure your 
experience with us is a good one, so 
you know you are in good hands with 
us.

So come and visit the team on-
site at the Field Days in the big green 
inflatable marquee at Site D14.

Keeping you connected on the road

WWW.SATSOLUTIONS.COM.AU

MOBILE INSTALLATIONS
RICHARD OR KEVIN
0427 242 413

CAIRNS
TOWNSVILLE

MACKAY
We can supply 

and install your new fully 
automated satellite dish!

See us at site OS152See us at Site D14

MAREEBA 

ADVERTORIAL

FEAST on more than just the impressive displays and attractions 
at this year’s Rotary FNQ Field Days.

More than 20 food and coffee stalls and vans will be serving a 
range of delicious options for all during the three-day event at the 
Mareeba Rodeo Grounds.

A range of local community organisations from across the Far 
North will also have food stalls at the event.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Site Co-Ordinator Nina Grant said she 
was thrilled with the strong interest from those wanting to be part 
of the Field Days.

“We are fully booked and we have people on a waitlist,” she 
said.

“It seems that more and more people just want to be part of 
this event.”

Ms Grant said there would also be ample seating and shaded 
areas for people to sit and enjoy their food and drinks.

Show your support by purchasing from the large range of food 
and drink options on-site.

The Rotary Tea House will also be serving tea, delicious cakes, 
scones, biscuits and much more throughout the three-day event. 
It is located in the top bar near the arena at the Mareeba Rodeo 
Grounds.

The Fuchs Bar will also be open during the day and there is 
plenty of shade areas, plus the alfresco dining area to sit down, 
relax and enjoy a bite to eat.

Tasty eats and treats on 
the menu at Field Days



SITE R6
COME SEE US AT

Available source
of soluble calcium
and sulphur

Accurate and
precise application
with Tow and Fert

sales@fertec.com.au
www.fertec.com.au

27 Heinemann Road Wellcamp QLD 4350
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VISITORS to the 2025 Rotary FNQ Field 
Days can look forward to a seamless 
start to their experience, thanks to the 
introduction of a new parking and entry 
system.

Designed to improve traffic flow and 
reduce wait times, the updated system 
ensures easier access for attendees, 
allowing more time to enjoy everything 
the event has to offer. 

Whether you’re arriving early or 
dropping in throughout the day, getting 
in and out has never been easier.

There are now three entry points for 
the public – West Gate, East Gate and the 
Main Gate.

Volunteers will still be out assisting 
people where to park their cars, but once 
parked, visitors will then walk through 
the gate to get their pre-purchased online 
ticket scanned. Tickets will also be 
available to be purchased on the day in 
person by cash or card upon entry. 

Rotary FNQ Field Days Site Co-
Ordinator Nina Grant encouraged visitors 
to pre-purchase their tickets online, with a 
discounted rate available for the first time.

Pre-purchase tickets single day tickets 
– $10 single day entry, $25 for a three-day 
pass, and $8 for Pensioner or Disability 
Concession Card Holder.

Once you’ve purchased your ticket, a 
link will be sent to your phone that you 
show upon entering the Rotary FNQ Field 
Days.

“We encourage people to buy their 
tickets online and you will be saving some 
money,” Ms Grant said.

“It also gets you through the gates so 
much quicker on the day.

“If you don’t have a smart phone, you 
can still print the tickets that will be sent 
to your email.”

Tickets will still be available to 
purchase at the gate on the day – $15 
single day entry, $30 for a three-day 
pass, and $10 for Pensioner or Disability 
Concession Card Holder.

Entry is free for children under 17, 
school students in uniform and teachers 

in company with group, and carer/support 
workers accompanying a person or group.

The 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days will 
be open Wednesday, May 28 and Thursday, 
May 29 from 9.00am to 5.00pm, and 
Friday, May 30 from 9.00am to 3.00pm.

The main gate and parking is open 
from 7am each day. 

To pre-purchase tickets or for more 
details about this year’s event, visit www.
fnqfielddays.org.au

COMMUNITY groups and organisations will come 
together to shine a light on the importance of taking 
care of your mind, body and soul at the Rotary FNQ 
Field Days.

The Health and Wellbeing Tent, which began as a 
small initiative in 2017 to raise awareness around mental 
health, has grown into a vibrant space offering support, 
information, and services for all.

With a diverse range of providers set to attend and 
a range of activities on offer, the Health and Wellbeing 
Tent continues to build momentum each year – creating 
a welcoming hub for connection, conversation, and 
community care.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Site Co-ordiner Nina Grant 
said the aim of the Health and Wellbeing Tent was to 
raise awareness, offer support and stamp out the stigma 
sometimes associated with mental health.

She encouraged all those attending this year’s event 
to stop by and chat to the various organisations that will 
be set up.

“We have moved our Health and Wellbeing Tent up 
to near the Tea House on the green grass and I think that 
will be a great relaxing environment,” she said.

Hearing Australia Bus will also be attending this year.
The Health and Wellbeing Tent is supported by a 

wide range of Tablelands community organisations, 
including, some of which include Mareeba Community 
Centre, Mareeba Community Health, Mareeba Men’s 
Shed, and many more. 

Community 
wellness
in focus 

Parking plan implemented for 
ease of entry over three days



8ft - 12ft cut, linkage, drawbar, offset options
Dual SpindleDual Spindle  SeriesSeries

5ft - 7ft cut, up to 100mm cutting capacity
Single SpindleSingle Spindle  SeriesSeries

Throw to the left, right or both sidesThrow to the left, right or both sides
Side ThrowSide Throw  SeriesSeries

12ft, 15ft, 20ft cut12ft, 15ft, 20ft cut
BatwingBatwing™™  SeriesSeries

A Slasher is not just a slasher

Mark Taylor - Orchardist & Woods Owner

"I’VE REDUCED MY SLASHING TIME IN HALF FROM 30 HOURS TO 15 HOURS A WEEK. EVEN 
WHEN SLASHING IN HEAVY MATERIAL NOTHING IS LEFT BEHIND, GIVING MY ORCHARD A 

MOWER FINISH AND NICELY DISCHARGING MATERIAL UNDER MY TREES.  
WOODS ARE WELL BUILT MACHINES."

• Will not leave a windrow

• Change blades from 
above machine

• ‘Quick Change’ blade 
pins

• Greaseable blade pins

• Built on a complete 
subframe

• Stump jumping disc

• Made in USA from 
American steel

Why Woods

Scan 
Me

Check out all the 
features and benefits 
that make Woods 
Slashers the superior 
choice for all situations!

woodsequipment.com.au

(07) 5441 5677

Dealers located 
throughout Australia
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WITH options from 3.5ft cut to 20ft 
cut, the Woods slasher range includes 
single, dual and Batwing™ slashers in 
standard, heavy and extreme heavy 
duties so there is a machine for all 
tractors and applications. 

No Woods slasher will leave a 
windrow, improving soil biodiversity 
and efficient pasture growth. Operators 
can change the blades on the stump 
jumping disc from above the machine, 
in a couple of minutes with light hand 

tools due to the patented Quick Change 
Blade Pin System. 

With a cutting capacity up to 115mm 
diameter material, regrowth will be a 
problem of the past, maximising the 
productive area in your paddocks.

Woods slashers are designed and 
manufactured to be durable without 
compromising efficiency. From the 
greaseable 38mm blade pin to the 
stump jumping disc, to the complete 
sub frame Woods slashers a renowned 

for industry leading features that work 
together to provide a supreme cut and 
minimise operating costs in a time 
efficient manner. 

Woods slashers are backed by 
an industry leading 10-year gearbox 
warranty.

Need to see it to believe it? Check 
out the Woods slasher range at 
woodsequipment.com.au and at Rotary 
FNQ Field Days.

Say goodbye to windrows in your 
paddock with a Woods slasher

THE conception of Northern Australia’s largest field days 
is a tale of community passion.

In the mid-1980s, one of Atherton’s pioneering farming 
families, the Beattie’s offered land on their Malanda-
Atherton Road potato farm for a Field Day.

Then in September 1989, the Rotary Clubs of Atherton, 
Malanda, Mareeba and Kuranda combined their shared 
vision to host an event that would directly benefit their 
communities.

From this, the Rotary FNQ Field days was born.
Held over three days on a biennial basis, the event 

quickly became an award-winning Field Days and was the 
largest community event on the Tablelands.

On average 8,000 people attended each day and a record 
number of funds were raised each year, prompting the 
event to move locations four times.

The Atherton and Mareeba Rotary Clubs have now 
combined to operate the event, and each club has its 
priority projects and causes.

The Field Days committee also donates to service clubs 
across the Tableland region.

Following the 2011 event it was clear that a new, bigger 
and better site was needed to help the event grow to its full 
potential. 

In May 2013, the Mareeba Rodeo Grounds was 
transformed into the largest and most comprehensive 
display of agricultural equipment, associated products, 
and services in the region. It hosted 250 exhibitors and 
“was deemed a sell-out”. 

Then in 2019, a record number of sites were released 
for sale. But it was 2021 when even higher records were 
broken, with 15,000 people attending the three-day event 
and a record 500 exhibitors featured.

The growth would not be possible without the support 
from exhibitors, some of which have returned each event 
since the beginning and the public in the gates. 

A community 
passion project

ADVERTORIAL



FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1970

Serra Drilling is a family owned and 
operated company based in North 
Queensland. We’ve been providing 
specialised drilling services to the 
agriculture and mining sector since 
1970, with vast experience in water   
well drilling.

(07) 4095 4344
Dave: 0409 543 440 - Mark: 0429 069 182
admin@serradrilling.com.au
www.serradrilling.com.au

WHAT WE DO
• Irrigation bores
• Large diameter water    
  production bores
• Dewatering bores
• Stock and domestic 
   water bores
• Groundwater 
  monitoring bores
• Piezometer installations
• Pump testing

T R AV E A R T H  D R O N E  S E R V I C E S

trav@travearth.comE

0423 638 628M

travearth.com.auW

SALES 
SERVICE
REPAIRS

Travearth specialises in:
• Sales 
• Training
• Endorsements
• Technical support issues
• Servicing, Repairs and Parts

DJI’S ONLY AUTHROISED RESELLER & WARRANTY 
REPAIR CENTRE IN NORTH QUEENSLAND.
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ORGANISERS of the Rotary FNQ Fields Days 
have credited the event’s smooth operation 
and growing success to the incredible team of 
volunteers who step up year after year.

Their hard work, dedication, and community 
spirit are the backbone of the event, making it 
possible to deliver such a large-scale and well-
run Field Days.

This year, more than 80 sporting groups, 
community organisations and individuals have 
registered to assist in various roles such as 
parking, entry gates, scanning tickets, issuing 
Official Guides, working in the bar, working in 
the Tea House and much more.

Rotary FNQ Field Days Volunteer Co-
ordinator and Mareeba Rotary Club member 
Volunteer Coordinator, Ida Portella said the 
event simply would not be possible without 
community members offering their time to 
help. 

She said those who volunteer would 
receive a donation towards their nominated 
groups or charities in exchange for their time 
volunteering.

“Lots of organisations and individuals have 
come on board, which is absolutely fantastic,” 
she said.

“For everyone that volunteers, we pay $20 
per hour volunteered to their preferred charity 
or not for profit organisation of choice. 

“In the past we paid $15 per hour, but this 
year we’ve increased that as a way to really show 
our appreciation for their support.

“It’s all about giving back to our community 
and people have been very supportive.”

Passionate about giving back to the 

community, 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days 
Chairman Andrew McCosh has been a member 
of the Rotary Club of Atherton past 24 years.

He praised the dedicated organising 
committee for all their efforts in planning and 
preparing for the 2025 event.

“We’ve got a very strong committee – 
everyone does their part and it all pulls 
together,” he said.

“The committee members are all volunteers 
and it would be hundreds of hours of work that 
they have put in.

“I’ve also got to give credit to Site Co-
Ordinator Nina Grant and Marketing Manager 
Jeanette Sturiale who are part of the glue that 
holds everything together for the whole event.

“If we lost people who were key, this event 
would not go ahead.”

Mr McCosh encouraged anyone able to spare 
a few hours to sign up as a volunteer.

“I’ve been involved in the Field Days since we 
first moved out to the Mareeba Rodeo Grounds, 
about five events ago now,” he said.

“It’s all about giving back and being able 
to contribute to a better world, and making a 
difference in various ways.

“If anyone is willing to volunteer, we do have 
places available in different areas where people 
can help out.

“There are so many jobs and out volunteers 
are a huge part of what makes the Field Days a 
success.”

People must be over 18 to volunteer.
To register your interest to be a volunteer or 

for more details, email Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Ida Portella at volunteer@fnqfielddays.com.au

Volunteers an invaluable asset

“It’s all about giving back and being able to contribute to 
a better world, and making a difference in various ways”
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nbnco.com.au
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We’ve recently completed extensive 
upgrades to the nbn Fixed Wireless 
network in your area. 

It’s now faster and more reliable – 
during the day and evenings too – so 
you can do more of what you love, any 
time. 

Homes and businesses across Far 
North Queensland can now benefit 
from local nbn upgrades including:
• Full fibre upgrades available for 
95 per cent of premises on fibre 
to the node services. Turbocharge 

your online life with near gigabit 
speed options – unleashing a richer 
experience, whether you’re streaming, 
gaming or working from home. Check 
your address and register for updates 
at nbnco.com.au.
• Speeds have been significantly 
boosted on the Fixed Wireless network, 
with Fixed Wireless Home Fast now 
available to about 90 per cent of the 
expanded Fixed Wireless footprint 
offering peak wholesale speeds of 
about 200-250/8-20 Mbps, and Fixed 

Wireless Superfast offering peak 
wholesale speeds of about 400/10-40 
Mbps. Check out our Fixed Wireless 
speed options at nbnco.com.au.
• Uncapped data plans and no install 
equipment or maintenance charge for 
providers on nbn SkyMuster.

Check your address and find out 
more at nbnco.com.au or come have 
a chat with Louise and Nic from nbn 
Local about doing great things on the 
nbn network.

JOIN us for State of Origin Game 1,  live from Suncorp 
Stadium, at this year’s Rotary FNQ Field days and 
experience the excitement on the big screen.

After a big first day at the Rotary FNQ Field Days, we 
want to bring the community together for one of Australia’s 
greatest sporting rivalries – State of Origin Game I!

On Wednesday night, May 28, the Field Days committee 
invites you to join them at Fuchs Bar as we watch 
Queensland take on New South Wales, live from Suncorp 
Stadium in Brisbane.

Why you should be there - Watch the action unfold on 
the big screen with great company, relaxed atmosphere with 
food and drinks available, connect with fellow exhibitors, 
locals and visitors after a full day of field day activities and 
of course cheer on your team, Maroons or Blues, and be 
part of the origin buzz right here in Mareeba.

nbn upgrades means you can do more of what you love
ADVERTORIAL

Watch
State of 
Origin 
on the 
big screen
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FOR 21 years, Nqpetro has fueled 
Australia’s toughest industries – from 
remote farms to rugged mines – with 
cutting-edge hydrocarbon solutions.

Founded by Craig Cygler in Far North 
Queensland, Nqpetro has grown from 
a local vision into a nationwide leader, 
delivering innovative fuel management 
solutions across commercial, retail, 
transport, aviation, mining, government, 
and agricultural sectors.

The company also provides a wide 
range of fuel equipment, pumps, and 

storage solutions tailored for agriculture.
Recognising the unique demands 

of Australian farming, Nqpetro offers 
custom self-bunded tanks with robust 
dispensing units for efficiency, durability, 
and ease of use.

Their poly diesel tanks, built for 
Australia’s rugged terrain, provide 
farmers with a portable, reliable solution 
to store diesel and keep machinery 
running smoothly, even in the harshest 
conditions.

Craig Cygler said: “Reaching 21 

years is a milestone built on quality, 
innovation, and the strong partnerships 
we’ve forged, especially with the 
agricultural community. We’re excited 
to keep supporting Australia’s backbone 
well into the future.’

Swing by G14 at the FNQ Field 
Day trade show to meet our friendly 
team and discover why, after 21 years, 
Nqpetro remains a trusted nationwide 
leader in hydrocarbon solutions – or 
visit www.nqpetro.com.au/shop for their 
full range.

Fuelling Australia’s toughest industries for 21 years 
ADVERTORIAL

AN impressive line-up of entertainment, displays and 
interactive presentations is set to bring the 2025 Rotary FNQ 
Field Days to life.

From thrilling displays by Far North Emergency Services 
to the unique skills of electric ant detection dogs, there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy.

Visitors can also look forward to the cattle display and 
‘Guess the Weight of the Bull’ competition for charity, Mareeba 
business man Rex Petersen’s skid steer skills in the arena, 
vintage tractor and engine display, and plenty of hands-on 
experiences that highlight the innovation and energy behind 
the region’s agricultural and rural industries.

Tractors big and small will put their engines to the ultimate 
test in this year’s Tractor Pull and Garden Tractor Display.

The competition has grown to become one of the most 
watched attractions at the Rotary FNQ Field Days and will 
be held on Wednesday and Thursday, followed by a Friday 
morning demonstration.

In an event first, Cairns business Clarke Diesel will also 
be running skill-based machinery demonstrations near the 
Tractor Pull area each day of the Field Days.

Get ready for three action-packed days of fun, learning and 
connection.

View the full schedule in this Official Guide to ensure you 
don’t miss any of the daily displays at the 2025 Rotary FNQ 
Field Days.

Excitement 
and action 
await at the 
Field Days



HORTICULTURE INNOVATION AUSTRALIA LIMITED
Citrus Australia, Mangoes Australia, Australian Lychees 

NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION

QUEENSLAND FARMERS FEDERATIONS

TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND DROUGHT  
RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION HUB

TERRAIN NRM

GULF SAVANNAH NRM

CAPE YORK NRM

MAREEBA SHIRE TOURISM

FNQ GROWERS

UNIPAK

JOBS AUSTRALIA

PROPAK INDUSTRIES

QUEENSLAND FRUIT & VEGETABLE GROWES

PAPAYA AUSTRALIA LTD

AUSTRALIAN BANANA GROWERS’ COUNCIL

AGRICULTURAL ROBOTICS

AUSVEG

DOWNUNDER FARMSTAYS

QUEENSLAND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT,  
SCIENCE & INNOVATION

OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

SUGAR TENT
Representing the sugar industry on the Tablelands 

 

INDUSTRY BODY EXHIBITORS
Sponsored by Hort Innovation

WEDNESDAY 28 MAY

THURSDAY 29 MAY

10.00AM  I  AGRI-TOURISM 
Mark Olsen, CEO of TTNQ

Kay Tommerups, President of Agritourism QLD
Michael & Clare Bees, Emerald Creek Ice-Creamery

1.30PM  I  SUSTAINABILITY
Jessica Miranda, Agriculture Project Officer, Gulf Savannah NRM
Noel Ainsworth, Principal Horticulturist, DPI & Toni Cottle – DPI

David OAG, Horticulturist, DPI
Karen George, Knowledge Broker, Tropical NQ Drought Resilience Adoption  

& Innovation Hub
Terry Granshaw, Sugar Research Australia, Cherrie Stockham, Agritech Solutions,  

Fred Holden, JCU Researcher, Keerah Steele, Gulf Savannah NRM

1.00PM  I  FARM TOUR
Skybury Farms Skybury Farms – picking and packing

Paddy Green Lemon Myrtle processing plant
Pinata Farming – Pineapple planting

Bookings at fnqfielddays.org.au/tickets
Sponsored by Bendigo Bank

9.30AM  I  RABOBANK PRESENTATION
AGRI COMMODITIES

Stephan Vogel, RaboResearch Australia & New Zealand

10.30AM I  NATIONAL FARMERS’ FEDERATION –  
QUEENSLAND ROADSHOW – POLICY, INNOVATION & SAFETY

Stevi Howdie, Farmsafe Australia
Telstra Regional Australia Team, on-farm technology

Troy Williams, NFF CEO

1.30PM I  QFVG – SOCIAL LICENSE
Panel Discussion – Five years of change: Key Milestones shaping Growers’ Worlds  

and What’s Next
Rachel Chambers, CEO QFVG

Dan Gallagan, CEO Canegrowers
Jo Sheppard, CEO Queensland Farmers Federation 

Scott Wallace, HORT360 Manager

1.00PM I  FARM TOUR
Sunwater Modernisation Scheme

Rocky Creek Orchards – automated spray machine
Rock Ridge Farming – Packing House

Sponsored by Bendigo Bank

FRIDAY 30 MAY

AG. & INNOVATION FORUM
Located at the Ag. & Innovation Rabotruck Area

AG. & INNOVATION FORUM
Sponsored by TRAVEARTH Drone Services

9.30AM I  ROBOTICS/AUTOMATION,  
AGRICULTURE

Terry Granshaw, Canegrowers District Manager, Burdekin
Rafael Goulart, Agricultural Robotics

Emilie Fillols, Autoweed
Keally, Senior Management Engagement & Innovation, Canegrowers

Kara Worth, Ag Valuate, Topic – Agricultural Robotics
Travis – TRAVEARTH Drone Services, Topic – Drone Solutions for Agriculture

BROUGHT TO YOU BY ROTARY FNQ FIELD DAYS, PARTNERED WITH FNQ GROWERS.

 

        
 

Ag & Innovation 
FORUMS 

at 

Rotary FNQ Field Days 
Wednesday 28th May 2025 

Thursday 29th May 2025 

Friday 30th May 2025 

EXHIBITION SPONSOR
Sponsored by Hort Innovation



Program is subject to change

�SKYBURY FARMS– 
PICKING & PACKING
�Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, 
at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. Skybury 
Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520
metres) above sea level.Coffee and red papaya is grown at 

SkyburyTropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the 
perfect growing conditions for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes 
of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red papaya. At peak times, the 
packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that’s about 60 tonnes. 
Skybury employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations.

� PADDY’S GREEN LEMON MYRTLE – 
PROCESSING PLANT
�Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside 
Mareeba in Far North Queensland, where we have 300 sunny days 
a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. 
Whilst we cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a
wet and dry season, which is perfect for the production of lemon 

myrtleThe lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully 
designed process to create the high quality products we see today.

�PINATA FARMING – PINEAPPLE PLANTING
 �When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of 
tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering uncharted 
territory for pineapple production. Piñata pineapples are grown on 
four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned properties spread over 150 
hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end
 of the Atherton Tablelands. Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month 

dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern operation produces 
some 200,000 trays between October and March. We produce two pineapple varieties 
here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to produce a crop, six months less 
than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.

SUNWATER MODERNISATION SCHEME
�Andrew Cooper, Sunwater Operations Manager for the Far North 
talks about the Mareeba-Dimbulah irrigation scheme which 
includes Lake Tinaroo and the modernisation project that has been 
completed.

�ROCKY CREEK ORCHARDS – AUTOMATED 
SPRAY MACHINE
��Rocky Creek Orchards is a family-owned horticultural, processing 
and packaging business operated by the Masasso family on the 
Atherton Tablelands in Far North Queensland. Our three farms in 
Tolga, Mutchilba and Dimbulah take advantage of the naturally 
fertile soils and tropical climate, growing a diverse and quality crop 
of avocados, mangoes, passionfruit, lychees, gold kiwifruit and 
potatoes.

ROCK RIDGE FARMING – PACKING HOUSE
�Rock Ridge Farming is a family owned and operated enterprise 
situated high in the picturesque Atherton Tablelands of Far North 
Queensland. The rich, volcanic soils of this area allow us to grow 
produce of the highest quality. We currently produce avocados and 
bananas on numerous farming properties geographically spread 
across the Tablelands from the quaint little village of Yungaburra to 
the outback town of Dimbulah.

FARM TOURS – WEDNESDAY 28 MAY

FARM TOURS  – THURSDAY 29 MAY

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds.  
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’.  

.

1.00PM (MC – Paul Fagg)

TIMES Wednesday 28th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 

- Skybury Farms, Papaya – picking & packing 
 

 
 

- Paddy’s Green, Lemon Myrtle – processing plant 

 
 

- Pinata Farming – Pineapples – planting  
 
 

 
 

Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. 
Skybury Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520 metres) above sea level.  Coffee and red papaya 
is grown at Skybury Tropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the perfect growing conditions 
for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red 
papaya. At peak times, the packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that's about 60 tonnes.  Skybury 
employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations. 

Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside Mareeba in Far North Queensland, 
where we have 300 sunny days a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. Whilst we 
cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a wet and dry season, which is perfect for the 
production of lemon myrtle.  The lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully designed process to 
create the high quality products we see today. 

When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering 
uncharted territory for pineapple production.  Piñata pineapples are grown on four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned 
properties spread over 150 hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end of the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern 
operation produces some 200,000 trays between October and March. Growing conditions are close to perfect with 
winter days – when flowers set – averaging between 26 and 31 degrees celsius and rarely less than 12 degrees celsius 
overnight.  The annual average rainfall of 175mm usually falls between December and March – perfect for growing 
pineapples.  Every year, we plant 2.3 million pineapples and harvest about three million.  At peak times, our shed can 
pack up to 3,500 trays a day.  We produce two pineapple varieties here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to 
produce a crop, six months less than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.   

TIMES Wednesday 28th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 

- Skybury Farms, Papaya – picking & packing 
 

 
 

- Paddy’s Green, Lemon Myrtle – processing plant 

 
 

- Pinata Farming – Pineapples – planting  
 
 

 
 

Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. 
Skybury Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520 metres) above sea level.  Coffee and red papaya 
is grown at Skybury Tropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the perfect growing conditions 
for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red 
papaya. At peak times, the packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that's about 60 tonnes.  Skybury 
employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations. 

Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside Mareeba in Far North Queensland, 
where we have 300 sunny days a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. Whilst we 
cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a wet and dry season, which is perfect for the 
production of lemon myrtle.  The lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully designed process to 
create the high quality products we see today. 

When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering 
uncharted territory for pineapple production.  Piñata pineapples are grown on four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned 
properties spread over 150 hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end of the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern 
operation produces some 200,000 trays between October and March. Growing conditions are close to perfect with 
winter days – when flowers set – averaging between 26 and 31 degrees celsius and rarely less than 12 degrees celsius 
overnight.  The annual average rainfall of 175mm usually falls between December and March – perfect for growing 
pineapples.  Every year, we plant 2.3 million pineapples and harvest about three million.  At peak times, our shed can 
pack up to 3,500 trays a day.  We produce two pineapple varieties here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to 
produce a crop, six months less than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.   

TIMES Thursday 29th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 
 

- Sunwater Modernisation Scheme 

 
 

- Rocky Creek Orchards – automated spray machine 

 
 

- Rock Ridge Farming – Packing House 

  
 
 

Andrew Cooper, Sunwater Operations Manager for the Far North talks about the Mareeba-
Dimbulah irrigation scheme which includes Lake Tinaroo and the modernisation project 
that has been completed. 

Rocky Creek Orchards is a family-owned horticultural, processing and packaging 
business operated by the Masasso family on the Atherton Tablelands in Far North 
Queensland. 
Our three farms in Tolga, Mutchilba and Dimbulah take advantage of the naturally fertile 
soils and tropical climate, growing a diverse and quality crop of avocados, mangoes, 
passionfruit, lychees, gold kiwifruit and potatoes. 

Rock Ridge Farming is a family owned and operated enterprise situated high in 
the picturesque Atherton Tablelands of Far North Queensland. The rich, volcanic 
soils of this area allow us to grow produce of the highest quality. We currently 
produce avocados and bananas on numerous farming properties geographically 
spread across the Tablelands from the quaint little village of Yungaburra to the 
outback town of Dimbulah. 

FARM TOURS
Sponsored by Bendigo Community Bank Mareeba & Dimbulah

9.30AM  THURSDAY
STEFAN VOGEL
General Manager –  
RaboResearch Australia & New Zealand.
�TOPIC: “Beyond Geopolitics: Key Factors 
Shaping the Outlook of Farm Products”
�Stefan is the General Manager of RaboResearch
Australia & New Zealand and will work to provide
unparalleled knowledge, insight and value to clients 
across Australia, New Zealand and around the 
globe.

He brings a wealth of experience to the role. His 
almost 20-year career has been focused on the 
food, agribusiness and trade industry. Prior to joining 
Rabobank, Stefan worked for more than a decade in 
strategy and market research positions with Archer 
Daniels Midland, including in the US as Director 
Market Research & Business Analytics and in 
Germany as Head of Economics Department. Stefan holds a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Agricultural Economics from University of Giessen, Germany.

AGRI COMMODITIES 

10:30AM  THURSDAY –  
FOLLOWED BY LUNCH
�TOPIC: “Policy, Innovation, and Safety”  
Join the National Farmers’ Federation, 
Farmsafe Australia, and Telstra as we 
tackle key policy issues, farm safety, 
and innovative ways to boost on-farm 
productivity.

Stevi Howdle will highlight why safety 
isn’t just a checklist – it’s a mindset.

 Join Telstra as they update you on the future technology landscape 
and how it will drive efficiency in farming operations.

 The National Farmers’ Federation will break down the latest political 
issues shaping Australian agriculture, what they mean for you, your 
farm, and the future of the industry. Hear directly from the new NFF 
CEO, Troy Williams, and other key industry bodies as they share their 
insights on the challenges and opportunities ahead.
Bookings for this event via www.fnqfielddays.org.au
Ag. & Innovation Page

7AM THURSDAY
TOPIC: “Technology and innovation”  
�Join us to hear insights into the current state of play 
in agriculture and the valuable role of technology 
and innovation in building a strong future for 
Queensland farmers. 

Network with our ministerial guests, 
representatives from QFF peak body members, 
industry leaders and key stakeholders, and be 
part of the conversation about how innovation is driving efficiency and 
productivity in Queensland agriculture.
Bookings for this event via www.fnqfielddays.org.au
Ag. & Innovation Page

NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION

QUEENSLAND FARMERS FEDERATION
AGTECH & INNOVATION BREAKFAST

TIMES Wednesday 28th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 

- Skybury Farms, Papaya – picking & packing 
 

 
 

- Paddy’s Green, Lemon Myrtle – processing plant 

 
 

- Pinata Farming – Pineapples – planting  
 
 

 
 

Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. 
Skybury Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520 metres) above sea level.  Coffee and red papaya 
is grown at Skybury Tropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the perfect growing conditions 
for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red 
papaya. At peak times, the packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that's about 60 tonnes.  Skybury 
employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations. 

Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside Mareeba in Far North Queensland, 
where we have 300 sunny days a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. Whilst we 
cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a wet and dry season, which is perfect for the 
production of lemon myrtle.  The lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully designed process to 
create the high quality products we see today. 

When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering 
uncharted territory for pineapple production.  Piñata pineapples are grown on four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned 
properties spread over 150 hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end of the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern 
operation produces some 200,000 trays between October and March. Growing conditions are close to perfect with 
winter days – when flowers set – averaging between 26 and 31 degrees celsius and rarely less than 12 degrees celsius 
overnight.  The annual average rainfall of 175mm usually falls between December and March – perfect for growing 
pineapples.  Every year, we plant 2.3 million pineapples and harvest about three million.  At peak times, our shed can 
pack up to 3,500 trays a day.  We produce two pineapple varieties here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to 
produce a crop, six months less than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.   
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4x4FNQ	� C30
AAI Limited/Shannons Insurance	� C9
ABC Sheds	�  D3
Active Machinery	�  A12, A11
Adjusta Mattress	�  H10, H11
Advanced Droning	�  H6
AgDrone.au	�  D13
AgForce Training	�  D4
Aglantis	� D15
AGMON, Bontech Pty Ltd	�  B35
Agnflow PTY LTD	�  G41
Aldine Printers	�  F23, F22, F24
Allclass Kubota	�  S11, S12
Amaroo Estate	�  C4
ANZ	�  C10
Aon	�  F16
Astute Finance Barron River	�  B26
Atherton Gas & Camping	� C2
Atkinson Surveys Pty Ltd	�  P9
Audiohealth 	�  C7
Aussan Laboratories Pty Ltd	�  K18
Australian Concrete Mats Pty Ltd	� G25
Australian Concrete Posts Pty Ltd	�  G24
Australian Farm Tourism	� B27
Aztec Dynamics	� R14
BA & BA Porta	�  F25
Battery Power Centre Australasia	� C12
BBM Power Equipment	�  H41
Bee’s Knees Honey & Apiary Supplies	�  B17
BEL’S BOHO COLLECTION	�  F3
Bendigo Bank / Agribusiness Mareeba & Dimbulah Community Bank	�  D18, D19
Benjamin Peters Enterprises T/A PainPod	� C8
Better Living Australia - Therapeutic Adjustable Beds	�  L8
Brazzen FNQ	�  D36, D37
Brisbane Mini Excavator Sales	�  R13
Brown and Hurley	�  E26, E27, E28, E29, E30, E31, E32, E33
BT Equipment P/L	�  G32, G31
Burratronics Pty Ltd	�  C27, C26
Bush Blades	�  K14
Bushfire Road Collective	� G7
Bushmans Group Pty Ltd	�  H39
Cardzilla 	�  L9b
Cairns Diesel Service	�  K8
Cairns to Cape 4x4	�  F30, F29
Carroll Bros	�  G30
Central Western Queensland Remote Area Planning & Development  
Board - Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority	�  C11
Clarke Diesel	�  E11,E12
CM Living (Gordonvale) T/A Casa Mia Living	�  C23
Colbrook Industries	�  R18
Cole Motor Group	�  A2, A3, R3, R4
Commonwealth Bank	�  C6
Contrak Container Co.	�  F15
Conveyor Supplies NQ	�  C36
Copper N Cotton	�  P3
Cornerstone Hemp	�  K5
Corporate Energy Australia	�  B30
Cowgirl Country	� F20
Cr Kennedy & Company Pty Ltd	�  D11
Crime Stoppers FNQ	�  C37
Datamars Livestock	�  B12, B13
David Kempton MP for Cook	�  F7
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries	�  J3
Department of Natural Resources & Mines, Manufacturing,  
and Regional and Rural Development	�  N7
Department of Primary Industries	� CATT48 (Not cattle pen)
DMAX IT Solutions	�  F26
Drain Tech Pty Ltd	�  A31
Drive Solutions NQ Pty Ltd	�  D12
DTE Equipment	�  A27
Dusk on the Downs	�  L2
Elders Rural Services Tolga	�  D5, D6
Endeavour Foundation	�  F8
EnduraPost	�  B6
Everyday Tiny Homes	�  D25, D26
Evolution Industries Co	�  H8
Evolve Conversions 	�  G26
Expressway Signs & Printworks	�  C17

Extreme Motorcycles	�  A4, A5
Farm Tech Machinery Pty Ltd	�  R17
Farmacist	�  D16
Farmer to Lifeline Farmer, Lifeline QLD Community Recovery	�  P1
Fertec Pty Ltd	�  R6
First Aid Academy	�  K7
Fly Gone Holdings	�  B15, B16
FNQ Shade’n’Shelter	�  C21, C19, C20
FrostBoss Australia Pty Limited	�  B3
FUCHS Lubricants A/ASIA PTY LTD	�  E15
Gener8 Reproduction 	�  Catt49 (Not Cattlepen)
Gessner Pty Ltd	� E22
Gifted Designs	�  K19
Grant Thornton	�  B29
Grays Online, Grays Auctions	�  D29
Great Energy	�  G6
Gulf Country Breastplates	�  G44
Harvey Norman Atherton	� D27
Hastings Deering	�  E16, E17
Healing Hematite   	�  H36a
Health Security & Education -  Training, Medical & Safety	�  D30
Heart Australia 	�  L20
Hitachi	�  E13,E14
HMS Equip - Sany	�  A28, A29
Hockey Builders PTY LTD	�  B39
Hockey Machinery Sales	� A34, A33, A32
Honeycombes Sales & Service	�  S24, S23, S22, S21, S20, S19, S18
House of Gold Natural Skin Care	�  B21
I LIKE IT DIRECT PTY LTD	�  C15, F2
INCYT	�  A9, A8
Indigo8 Corporate Services, Surf Life Saving Lotteries	�  B11
inov8 Sales and Marketing Pty Ltd	�  C29
Ireland Of Cairns (Isuzu Trucks, GMSV, RAM and BYD)	�  S2, S3
Jayco Cairns	�  S1
JBE Metal Fabrication	�  G27
JBT Aluminium & Parts	�  G45, F42
Jobs Australia Enterprises	�  C24
Joe Torrisi Real Estate	�  B2
Jubilee Christian College	� F31
Jumpbooster	�  K12
Karcher Pty Ltd	�  F38, F39
Katek Fertilizers Australia	�  B28
Kiss My Hide - Australia	�  F14
Kleinys Mobile Carbon Cleaning and DXP Australia	�  C33
Kubota tractor Australia	�  E4, E5, E6, E7, E8, E9, E10
Label Press	�  B19
Lakeside Garden Centre	�  C3
Land Watch Australia Pty Ltd	�  K15
Laser & Survey Supplies	� K17
LeoAlign Trading as - BNI North Queensland	�  C25
Lift Easy Townlec, Townlec Auto Electrical Pty Ltd 	�  C38
Liberty Oil Australia	�  D40
Little Spurs & Co	�  L4
Lotus Glen Correctional Centre	�  F32
MACS Monitoring	�  C28
Maranos Fuel	�  E1, E2, E3
Mareeba Property Office	�  F5
Mareeba Shire Council Land Protection / Pest Management	�  B34
Mareeba Toyota and Hansen Ford	� H24, H25, H26
Mete Motor Group (Mareeba Mazda and Mitsubishi) � H12, H13, H14, H15, H16, H17
Min Plus Rock Dust, Costigan Gold Pty Ltd	�  G11
Miriwinni Lime & Gypsum	�  K2, K3, K4
mish&moo	�  P6
Mobishear Australia	�  B20
Moray & Agnew Lawyers	� B38
Motion	�  G36, G37, G38
Muirs	�  B41
N.Q. Fasteners & Lifting	�  G39
National Australia Bank	�  L9a
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator	� C5
NBN 	�  F13
Newstyle Direct	�  J2, J6
Norlift	�  A13
Norseman Machinery	�  S13
North Queensland Equipment PTY LTD	�  B25
Northern Australia Quarantine Strategy, Department of Agriculture,  
Fisheries and Forestry	�  D39
Northern Livestock Supplies	�  G29

EXHIBITOR
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Norweld									                      A1
NQ Aerovation	�  D22
NQ Agricultural Services	 � A18, A19, A20, A21, A22, A23, A24, A25, A26, G19, G20
NQ Forklifts Cairns	�  A30
NQ Garden Machinery 	�  A14, A15, A16, A17
NQAS Powershed	�  H27, H28, H29, H30
Nqpetro Pty Ltd	�  G14
Nu-Edge Solutions Australia Pty Ltd	�  B22
Nutrien Ag Solutions	�  H1, H2, H3, H4, H5
Ocwen Energy T/AS Lowes Petroleum Service	�  D7
Old Style Gourmet	�  C41
Omnia Specialities Australia	�  B10
Oriental Heritage Intl Pty Ltd	�  F12
Outback Solar & Outdoor, Bruno’s Batteries and Minelab  
metal detectors	�  G8, G9, G10
Overwatch - Agricultural Drone Services	�  B36
Ozhatz	�  L5
Ozwide Freight	�  J5
Peacocks Hat Co	�  K6
Penske Australia	�  E20, E21
PM Lubrication	�  B33
Portsmith Petroleum Pty Ltd	�  D28
Pressure Pumps NQ	�  A10
Prism Posts Qld	� K10
Propak Industries	�  G15, Q10
QITE (Mareeba Shire Job Training Association)	�  F6
Qld Remote Aboriginal Media / Black Star Radio	�  P8
Quinto Ag Supplies	�  D23, D24
RD Creations	�  F4
RE/MAX IMPACT/INVEST property management	�  F41
Regional Insurance Brokers (FNQ) Pty Ltd	�  C13, C14
RFDS Community Wellbeing Program, Royal Flying Doctor Service	� P5
RGM Maintenance Pty Ltd.  Daimler Trucks and Bus	�  E18, E19
Ringers Western	� L6, L7
Rippa Pools	�  L19
Robin Strang The Madhatter	�  P2
Rocca Industries Pty Ltd	� R22
Rock Ya Pain	�  K13
Rocla PTY LTD Trading as Civilmart	�  H7
Roy Walker Plumbing	�  G35
Russo & Vella Machinery	� S14, S15, S16, S17
Samantha’s Flowers and Garden	�  D10
Satsolutions	�  D14
Savannah Campers & Trailers	�  D46, D45, D44
Savannah Steel Fabrications	�  R12
Schulte Sales Australia							                   S10
Septic Science	�  C34, C35
Serra Drilling Pty Ltd	�  D34, D35, D33
Shoebox Books & Tax – Mareeba	� P7
Signet Pty Ltd 2016	�  G22
SnaponTools, FNQ TOOLS	�  G12
Southern Cross Safety & Workwear Pty Ltd	�  K1
Spearman Diesel Fitting Pty Ltd	�  E23, E24, E25
Spitwater	�  F27
Springloaded  	�  H35b
St Augustine’s College	�  C32
Step Flex Orthotics 	�  H35a
STIHL Shop Atherton	�  H43, H42
Stoller Australia	� B18
SunCity Powersports Can Am Cairns	�  D43
Sunwater	�  F40
Super Tools Australia	�  R5
Sveavetken Tractor Auto steer, Joes auto tech	�  R21
Sweeter Soils	�  F19
Tableland Agricultural Services	�  B40
Tableland Airconditioning & Solar PL	�  G17, G18
Tableland Bikes & Power Equipment	�  G2, G3, G4, G1, G5
Tablelands Regional Council	�  B32
Tablelands to Tabletop	�  P4
TAFE Queensland	�  C22
TB & AH Investments Pty Ltd T/A Ultramatic	�  H31
TBC 	�  R19, R20
Telstra	�  B23, B24
TG Coolants	�  D38
TGT	�  A6, A7, B7, B8, B9
The Cathedral Boarding School - Townsville	�  F9
The Rackn Stack Warehouse	�  G28
The Shed Factory Cairns	� L3

The Water Shed	�  L16, L15, L14, L17
Thinkwater, HR Products	� D8, D9
Tilly’s Crawler Parts Pty Ltd	�  G16
TISCA	�  R23, R24
TKV Group	�  D32
Toddy’s Machinery Maintenance Pty Ltd	�  S8, S9, S7
Too Easy Firestick, AMJ Technologies	�  B37
Toyota Material Handling Australia	�  R15, R16
TradeTools	�  C40, C39
TravEarth	�  L9
Trinity Auto Group	�  R7, R8
Trinity Petroleum	�  F36, F37
Tropic Petroleum	�  G21
Tropical Shade Blinds	�  F21
Tyrepower Mareeba	�  H18, H19, H20, H21, H22
Ultimate Seats Pty Ltd	�  J1
Unipak	�  Q14
Unique Leathercrafts & Jewellery	� F33
Valton Feeding Solutions Pty Ltd	�  D42, D41
Vantage Australia	�  D17
VK Vinyl	�  J4
Warwick Gates t/a QuikFence	�  G13
Water Blaster Sales and Service	�  F28
Welch Ag Equipment Pty Ltd	�  H37
Westco INEOS Grenadier, Westco Cairns Pty Ltd	�  S5
Westpac Bank								                    N14
Western Truck Group	�  R9, R10
Wet Tropics Management Authority Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program	�  B14
Whiskey and Leather	�  K9
White International / welling and crossley	�  S4
Wide Area Communications	�  D31
Wish Pom Pom & Mumma H Handmade	�  F10
Wookatook at Pentland,  Art Gallery		�   F11
Wrapt In String	�  K16
Yuruga Nursery	 � G23

FOOD & DRINKS

CATTLE 
AK Brahmans, Hayes Rural NQ	�  CATT9, CATT8, CATT10,CATT7
Barronessa Farming	�  CATT6, CATT5
Cherryburn Gelbvieh	�  CATT34
Droughtmaster Australia	� CATT27, CATT26, CATT30, CATT25
El Mariah Red Brahmans. Hampson Bros Pty Ltd	�  CATT46, CATT47
Gadgarra Murray Grey Stud	�  CATT12, CATT11, CATT13, CATT14
Gipsy Plains Brahmans	�  CATT29, CATT31
Maple Downs Murray Greys	�  CATT28
Reedybrook B Brahmans	� CATT1, CATT2
Sahara Brahman Stud	�  CATT43, CATT44, CATT45
Tallangalook Santa Gertrudis, Angus & Shorthorns �CATT24, CATT15, CATT16, CATT17
Telpara Hills Brangus & Ultrablack Cattle	�  CATT20, CATT19, CATT18
Wairuna Brahman Stud	�  CATT3, CATT4

Rotary FNQ Field Days EXHIBITOR list as of May 1, 2025. Subject to change. 

BBQ Brothers	�  B4, B5
Boxhead Burgers	�  B1
Bushman’s Brew	�  L11
Caffe Crema	�  C18
Cage & Co Eatz	�  C1
Cater2uFNQ trading as Whatever  
food truck	�  G33
Coco Sushi	�  L10
Duck & Felicia’s	� H34a
East Coast Paella Co	�  C31
FNQ Mobile Coffee	�  C42
Fresh Juice	�  G34
Frosty Mango Mobile	�  N1
Greek Street Food	�  F17
Hungry Possum - Wild Caught  
Seafood Hut	�  Q19
Hungry Possum Wood  
Fired Pizza	�  H32, H33
Jo-Jo’s Hunger Hub	�  N4, N5
Just Chips Pty Ltd	�  F1
Kezza’s Coffee Cart	�  L1

Love-Lee Cooking	�  F34, F35
M Garden	�  H34b
Marias Mobile Kitchen	�  L13
Mio Zio’s Italian Street Food	�  H23a
Momo Express Taste of Nepal 	�  B42 
Papa Gino’s Wood Fired Pizza	�  N2, N3
QCWA	�  B31
Smok’n’Steel	�  D20, D21
Summers Ice Cream	�  L12
Susan Posma	�  H23b
Suzie’s German Sausages	�  K11
Sweet ‘n’ Sanity	�  N15
The Prawn Place	� D1
Tiny Delight Creation	�  C16
Tradies Tucker	�  D2
Mareeba Scouts Group
Variety Club
Mareeba & District Cricket Club
Rotary Tea House
Rotary Bar

EXHIBITOR SITE SITE

2025exhibitors 



Proud strategic 
Partner of 

the Rotary FNQ Field 
Days 

Locals servicing the Tablelands and 
North Queensland with excellence
NQ Agricultural Services and NQ Garden 
Machinery – serving The Tablelands and North 
Queensland with excellence.
For over 10 years, NQ Agricultural Services has 
been a trusted name in the North Queensland 
agricultural community, delivering reliable 
machinery solutions and loyal service across the 
Tablelands and beyond. Based in Tolga, and now 
proudly expanded to Smithfield with the launch of 
our new branch – NQ Garden Machinery, “Your 
Acreage Specialist” – we continue to grow, 
support, and serve landowners throughout the 
region.
At our Tolga dealership, we are proud dealers 
for industry-leading brands including Massey 
Ferguson, Fendt, Claas, Manitou, Iseki, Amazone, 
Kioti, Bad Boy Mowers, and more. Our expertise 
spans tractors, headers (combines), hay 
equipment, orchard management equipment such 
as sprayers and mowers, as well as advanced 
solutions from Fieldquip, Farmtech Machinery 
and Goldacres.
Our newly opened NQ Garden Machinery outlet 
in Smithfield specializes in supporting acreage 
owners and lifestyle properties. We proudly stock 
the full Husqvarna range — battery and petrol-
powered tools, ride-on mowers, zero-turn mowers 
– and we are specialists in Husqvarna’s 
Automower robotic mower range, offering full 
sales, installation, and support.
We also carry a massive lineup of Bad Boy 
Mowers, from rugged residential models to 
heavy-duty commercial machines built for power, 
performance, and serious attitude.
Another exciting addition is Rat Barrows 
– Australian-designed, these powered 
wheelbarrows deliver unmatched strength, 
balance, and maneuverability, helping you move 
heavy loads with ease across any terrain.
Expanding further into machinery solutions, we 
offer the full Kioti range of compact tractors 
and skid steers – celebrated for their durability, 
comfort, and outstanding warranty support. Plus, 

we supply Dingo Mini Loaders and an extensive 
range of attachments, giving you the versatility to 
tackle every task with ease.
Across both locations, our mission remains clear: 
providing premium products, exceptional 
parts support, and aftersales service that 
keeps your equipment – and your business – 
moving. Thanks to the strength of the brands we 
represent and the dedication of our experienced 
team, we are proud to say we are thriving and 
expanding, while staying true to our local roots.
NQ Agricultural Services was founded in 2012 
by James Fisher, an agricultural machinery 
specialist from a farming family in North Yorkshire, 
UK. After visiting Australia in 2000, James made 
North Queensland his home and has spent the 
last two decades helping farmers and landowners 
succeed with the right machinery solutions, 
backed by genuine customer care.
As a small, family-owned business, we pride 
ourselves on delivering fast, local, and reliable 
service, combining invaluable local knowledge 
with international technical expertise. Our parts 
and service teams are fully factory-trained by 
leading manufacturers across Australia, Europe, 
and North America. We operate full-service 
workshops in Tolga and Smithfield, and our mobile 
service fleet ensures on-farm support whenever 
and wherever needed.
We are deeply committed to our community, 
proudly sponsoring events like the Rotary FNQ 
Field Days and actively contributing to local 
initiatives across the Tablelands and Cairns 
regions.
Whether you’re managing a large agricultural 
operation, a lifestyle property, or anything in 
between – NQ Agricultural Services and NQ 
Garden Machinery have the products, parts, and 
expertise to keep you moving forward.
Visit us today at 22 Lawson Street, Tolga or our 
brand-new branch at 2 Cumberland Avenue, 
Smithfield and experience the NQ difference – 
built on a decade of trust, service, and success.

FAMILY BUSINESS: James 
and Melissa Fisher.

Providing premium products, exceptional parts support, and aftersales service that keeps your equipment – and your business – moving.



Proud strategic 
partner of 

the Rotary FNQ Field 
Days 

P: 4095 4455
A: 22 Lawson St, Tolga 
E: admin@nqagservices.com.au 
W: www.nqagservices.com.au

Locally Owned 
and Trusted  
Machinery 
Experts for 

Farm, Acreage 
and Garden

P: 4019 2618
A: 2 Cumberland Avenue, Smithfi eld 

E: sales@nqgarden.com.au
W: www.nqgardenmachinery.com.au

Making Life 
Easier on the 

farm and in the 
garden  – come 
& see us at the 

fi eld days!



KICKSTART  YOUR CAREER 
IN AGRICULTURE

tafeqld.edu.au          1300 308 233tafeqld.edu.au          1300 308 233
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AS Mayor of Mareeba Shire Council, I extend my 
warm congratulations to the Rotary Clubs of Mareeba 
and Atherton, along with the dedicated volunteers, for 
successfully hosting this outstanding event.

The FNQ Rotary Field Days stands as the largest event 
of its kind in Northern Australia, drawing thousands from 
across the nation to explore, invest in, and learn about 
the latest innovations in agriculture and its supporting 
industries.

I am truly impressed by the calibre of exhibitors and the 
ongoing growth and success of the Field Days.

Cr Angela Toppin AM
MAYOR, MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL

IT’S great to see the Rotary FNQ Field Days back for another 
year.

Our primary industries are our economic engine room and 
the field days bring even more energy and focus to the sector. 
While our dynamic farmers, growers and graziers make this 
event possible, the event itself attracts people from all walks 
of life as well as those from outside our region.

We congratulate the Atherton and Mareeba Rotary Clubs 
on this wonderful event, and appreciate the charitable 
contribution they provide to the community. Thanks also to 
the countless volunteers who make this event possible.

Cr Rod Marti
MAYOR, TABLELANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

MESSAGE from 
the MAYOR’S

THE Field Days has again sourced hand-made timber furniture 
from the Lotus Glen Correctional Centre.

Back by popular demand are bench seats, which will be 
located strategically throughout the exhibition area, along with 
the popular picnic tables. 

Rotary FNQ Field Days chair Andrew McCosh said it’s 
always great to be able to source the furniture locally, with the 
arrangement a win-win for both organisations.

Like previous Field Days, the bench seats and picnic tables 
will be offered for sale and available for collection after the 
event. Drop by the Field Days site office to secure your piece, but 
get in quick as they sell out fast. 

Favourite 
Field Days 
furniture 
up for grabs



*Based on Roy Morgan’s survey of 1000+ Australian farmers in June and July 2024. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. (2157578–2157559) (04/25)

Agribusiness

Partner with the 
most trusted bank for 
Australian farmers*

We understand the seasonal nature of farming and what it takes 
to help grow your business.

So partner with someone who’s with you for the long term. 
Someone who supports you today, and is focused on tomorrow.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank or talk to a local 
Agribusiness specialist.

Community Bank • Mareeba & Dimbulah (07) 4092 2099 
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AS we enter our 20th year we have kept 
our profits here in the Mareeba and districts 
community. 

It’s part of the Bendigo Bank Community 
Bank pledge: we keep money in our 
communities to enable our community to 
grow, making this a great place to live, work 
and do business.

An important component of the Community 
Bank model is the telling of the success stories 
in our local community.

Throughout its 19 years, the Mareeba 
and Dimbulah Community Bank has 
invested in the community through grants 
and sponsorship programs run every year, 
supported local students with scholarships 
and its shareholders receive annual dividends. 

The facilitation of numerous community 
projects has been a key activity of the Board. 

During this time it has achieved success 
with the establishment of the Mareeba 
Homelessness Reference Group. 

It has funded a Feasibility Study that 
identified Mareeba as a high area of need, 
working with various Government Departments 
and Council, increasing Dimbulah Health 
Services and worked with Mareeba Hospital 
Super Intendant to lobby Qld Health to return 
of COAG payments.

The Board facilitated the Bendigo Bank 
Recreational Complex project with many 
other stakeholders to successfully secure a 
grant to build stage one.

The Community Bank model brings a 
number of benefits to the table, not least 
of which is the valuable contribution it 
makes to providing banking services to our 
communities. 

It operates as a shared value model: it 
creates economic value at the same time it 
helps communities address their needs and 
challenges. 

In a nutshell, it enables local people 
to become shareholders in a community 
company formed to run a Bendigo Bank 
branch.

The Community Bank Company drives the 
banking business of its community, pays the 
costs of running its branch and receives half 
the income that business generates. 

Bendigo retains the other half for providing 
the balance sheet capital, banking support 
and infrastructure. 

Local profits are split, with shareholders 
entitled to no more than 20% and the rest being 
ploughed back into community development.

Bendigo’s purpose is to work with and invest 
in its communities, to embrace opportunities 
for a sustainable and positive future – having 
a firm business base is important in achieving 
these ends.

The company, over the last 19 years has 
returned, invested, and made available in 

excess of $5 million to our communities. 
The company holds a cash reserve in 

excess of $1m, a comfortable position, 
achieved by the stewardship of a competent 
group of directors, and a board and staff 
confident about the future. 

The Community Bank branches provide 
communities with more than just quality 
banking services. 

They deliver employment opportunities, 
keep capital in the community, an investment 
option for shareholders and provide a source 
of revenue for important community projects 
as determined by the community.  

A bank that’s been backing the community for 20 years

Mareeba and Dimbulah Financial Services board members (from left) Frank De Iacovo, Charles Khan, Graeme Ford, Rhonda Stevens, Gilbert Teitzel, 
Natasha Srhoj and Michael Hoskin. ABSENT: Warren Cotter. 

“The company has returned, 
invested, and made available 
in excess of $5 million to our 

communities” 



(07) 4045 2944  |  39 Supply Road, Bentley Park, Cairns Q.4869

SEE
YOU THERE@ SITES
A32, A33

& A34

Maintenance, Repairs
& Spare Parts

Authorised Kobelco Construction Machinery Dealer
for Far North Queensland.

Lyndon Hockey 0428 772 902  |  32-36 Supply Road, Bentley Park, Cairns

SEE
YOU THERE@ SITES
A32, A33

& A34

Quality New
& Used 

Machinery
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GIGER Machinery Services are your 
local Authorized Kobelco Construction 
Machinery Dealers for Far North 
Queensland. 

As a local Family Business, we are 
committed to our aftersales, service and 
personal relationships with our customers. 
With our fully equipped workshop, 3 
Field Service vehicles and spare parts 
department, we will keep your down time 
to a minimum. We repair construction 
machinery of all Makes and Models and 
supply Spare Parts as needed.

Kobelco has had over 90 years of history 
developing pioneering technology. In 1930, 
we produced the first construction machine 
in Japan: the 50K electric mining shovel. 
Since then we have created products and 
technology like no other in the industry.

At Kobelco, we are driven to build 
the industry’s highest quality Japanese 
excavators that deliver unbeatable value 
through market leading design and 
technology, such as the Acera and Geospec 

series for unbeaten low fuel consumption 
and the iNDr System for optimum noise 
reduction – This is what we call the ‘True 
Blue Kobelco Evolution’.

Demonstrate high productivity by 
combining the abilities of people and 
machines

We’ve introduced state-of-the-art 
robotic welding and machining tools in 
our production facilities throughout Japan 
and overseas. However, we also promote 
“Improvements in mechanical devices”, i.e., 
non-electric applications using the principles 
of levers and gears. Kobelco Construction 
Machinery believes that being able to strike 
a good balance between manufacturing that 
makes the best use of the latest machines, 
and people with expertise, brings great 
flexibility and high productivity.

We can supply Kobelco Excavators from 
0.8 – 85 tons and have dedicated demolition 
machines up to 130 tons.

Come and visit us at the Mareeba Roary 
FNQ Field Days at sites A32, A33, A34.

IN 1988 Hockey Machinery Sales Pty Ltd 
(Lyndon and Delwyn Hockey) commenced 
buying and selling new and used 
earthmoving machinery based in Cairns.

In 2003 we acquired the ASV Positrack 
agency for North Qld, which consisted of on 
model, the RC-30, a 30HP 1.8Ton tracked 
mini loader 1200mm wide, which was a 
revolutionary and unique leader in its field 
to the small loader industry.  The RC-30 has 
been replaced with the RT-25 (24.7 HP) and 
the RT-40 (38 HP) Both models are good 
sellers and unique as they are the only mini 
loaders of 1200mm width that you can sit in 
to operate.

Today ASV have 12 models to sell 
ranging from 30 HP to 135 HP.  One of the 
highlights of this year is to be able to display 
the new “Vertical Lift” models, the VT-80 (80 
HP) and the VT-100 (100 HP); both will be 
displayed at the FNQ Field days along with 
5 other models.

We will also be displaying our very 
popular model, the daddy of the range being 
the RT-135F – 135 HP Forestry, which is 

very much sort after to drive a variety of 
mulching attachments.  Specs are 5.9 Ton, 
135 HP, 189 l/m, 4000 psi.  The standard 
version is very popular in powering road 
stabilizers.  The ‘SCHIBECI’ range of road 
stabilizers powered by the standard RT-135 
has gained a reputation in the industry. 

All the ASV Positrack machines are well 
backed up by local spare parts and service 
by Giger Machinery Services Pty Ltd.  Giger 
Machinery has operated this successful 
family business for the past 6 years and 
is the local Kobelco Excavator Dealer for 
sales and service in FNQ.  Giger Machinery 
carries a large range of spare parts and 
together with their knowledge of the ASV 
products makes it a very good product to 
purchase.

We will be sharing our display of ASV & 
Kobelco at the Field Days.

I look forward to seeing you all at the field 
day and to be able to discuss your Positrack 
requirements. 

“See You There” at sites A32, A33, A34. 

Hockey Machinery Sales –   
agents for ASV Positrack in FNQ

Giger Machinery Services

ADVERTORIAL



Discover reliable GPS and farmer-
friendly smart irrigation built to 
save you time, water, and money.

See why more farmers are upgrading to our 
smart solutions and how you can spend 
more time on what matters most.

info@aglantis.com.au

aglantis.com.au

(07) 3496 9555

SSimplifying
Smart Farming
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Got diesel troubles?
AdBlue playing up? DPF blocked? Injectors not what they used
to be?

180 Lyons St Cairns QLD |   0483930892 | www.cairnsdiesel.com.au

Find us at site K8 for Raffle Prizes,
Free Gifts and a Good Yarn

CairnsDieselService—trustedbygenerationsofgrowers

Beforeyoubuyabigger
tractor,talktousabout

anECURemap 35% more
POWER

20% FUEL
SAVING

35% more
TORQUE

Localknow-how.Globaltechnology.

Ask us about:  ECU remapping AdBlue and DPF
solutions Injector testing and overhauls

MorePower
LessFuelCairns Diesel Service

FNQ’s Diesel Experts Since
1959

Make your diesel equipment work as
hard as you do

SameMachine
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At AGLANTIS, we believe 
innovation in agriculture should 
make life simpler and more 
affordable for farmers.

Our automated irrigation 
system was developed with one 
goal: to deliver a practical, cost-
effective water management 
solution that genuinely supports 
farmers’ needs.

 Built for flexibility, it suits farms 
of all sizes and irrigation types, 
from furrow to overhead and drip. 
We offer three core packages, 
each centred on simplicity, 
reliability, and affordability:
Water Alert Kit
Detects when water reaches 
the end of the drill in real time, 
alerting you when it’s time to 
stop or switch sets — preventing 
overwatering.
Pump Control Kit
Remotely manage your pumps 
and monitor performance to 
optimise energy use and lower 
power costs.
Valve Control Kit
Automates the opening and 
closing of valves, reducing 
labour costs and streamlining 
irrigation set changes.

See us at the 2025 Rotary 
FNQ Field Days and experience 
the system in action.

Discover how AGLANTIS can 
make irrigation simpler, more 
efficient, and more affordable for 
your farm.

Innovative, practical and reliable farming solutions
ADVERTORIAL
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Come see us at sites 
F25, F26 & F27 
Come and See us at Field 

Days - Sites F22-24 
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THE POWER 
OF PENSKE

penskeanz.com/solutions/commercial-vehicles/

Penske Australia & New Zealand is a leading supplier of the 
world’s finest heavy-duty trucks, including Western Star Trucks, 
MAN Truck & Bus, and Dennis Eagle.

We supply diverse commercial vehicle solutions, including distribution, 
construction, tanker, agricultural, and specialised transport, as well as
bus and coach solutions.

Offering the best service and support network for customers, our 
maintenance programs and preventative measures deliver excellent 
value for our customers, while our highly skilled factory-trained technicians
deliver the best of care while minimising turnaround times.

We have a solution for you! Speak to us today.
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Supporting Far North  
Queensland businesses  
for over 20 years.

Regional Insurance Brokers (FNQ) Pty Ltd. ABN 91 074 970 540, Corporate Authorised Representative (No. 1309091) of QIB Commercial Pty Ltd. ABN 
45 010 723 967, AFSL 244330. Regional have not considered your personal circumstances and therefore you should consider the appropriateness of 
the advice before you act on it.

Getting the right advice and cover on your commercial insurance can 

make all the difference between remaining strong in business or facing 

a downturn after an unexpected event. That’s why we’re here as a 

trusted advisor, so you can continue doing what you do best. 

Our team support businesses of all sizes with:

• Business insurance

• Commercial Motor

• Contract Works

• Cyber cover

• Management Liability

• Marine & Transit

• Plant & Equipment

• Property owners

• Professional Indemnity

• Rural insurance & more

So, if you’re looking for personalised local service with the strength of a 

big network, give us a go. 

Making business insurance easy

Call: 1800 937 111

ALDINE Printers are a Cairns based, 
locally owned and operated printing 
business, primarily servicing the Far 
North Queensland region as well as 
several customers nationally and 
internationally.  

Our labels are all designed, printed 
and dispatched from our Cairns 
warehouse giving our local customers 
the benefit of a more personalised, 
hands-on experience and quick 
turnround times.

Aldine Printers specialize in all kinds 
of fruit labels which are all supplied on 
rolls to suit a range of label applicators 
including Dix, Digra, Halo & Towa guns 
to name a few.   We have a wide variety 
of generic fruit labels readily available 
and we are also more than happy to set 
up and print personalised labels better 
suited to your requirements.

If you require fruit labels with 
Databars or Barcodes, Aldine Printers 
can make the transition easier for you 
as we work closely with GS1 Australia 
(Australia’s only officially licensed 
barcode provider) and have the capacity 
to create the necessary artwork and 
print your labels.   

We understand this procedure can 
be quite daunting and time consuming, 
but rest assured that we are more than 
happy to assist you through the entire 
process. 

Aldine Printers also work closely with 
Avocados Australia (Australia’s peak 
industry body for the avocado industry) 
and have been printing Kangaroo 
labels for their members since their 
introduction in 2011. We are therefore 
more than happy to assist you with any 

of your Kangaroo label needs.
How do you apply your labels to 

your fruit?  Dix Engineering have been 
designing and manufacturing electronic 
labelling machines since 1987 and 
Aldine Printers are proud suppliers of 
the Dix handheld labeller.   

These labellers are robust and 
simple to operate, with few moving 
parts and carefully selected materials 
to keep maintenance to a minimum 
and ensure reliability.   Another benefit 
of Aldine Printers’ Cairns locale is that 
our customers can bring in their Dix 
handheld labellers and have them 
cleaned, serviced in a timely and cost-
effective manner.

We don’t just print fruit labels.  
Aldine also offer an extensive variety 
of personalised stationery products 
and stickers including but not limited 

to – Fruit Labels, Scale Labels, 
Bumper Stickers, Metallic Labels, Fluro  
Stickers, Freezer Grade Labels, Clear 
Stickers, Barcode Labels, Butcher 
Labels, Removeable Stickers, Freight 
Labels, Water Bottle Labels, Business 
Cards, Coreflute Signs, Magnets, 
Stubby Coolers, Invoice Books and Dix 
Label Applicators and Servicing Aldine 
Printers are extremely grateful for the 
opportunity to meet everyone at the 
2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days.

However, if we miss you and you 
need to discuss your labels with our 
friendly team, please check us out on 
Facebook, Instagram, at our website, 
visit our warehouse, send us an email 
or just give us a call. 

Now at 181 Scott Street, Cairns. 
Phone 4051 4330 or email sales@
aldineprinters.com.au

Your local label specialists
DIX Engineering is 
based in Renmark 
South Australia and 
has worked with the 
agriculture industries 
for many years. 

DIX Engineering’s 
capabilities are a 
result of investing in 
resources, rewarding 
and training personnel appropriately, committing to project 
timelines and completing tasks to a high standard at all times. 

We believe that our customer experience starts well before 
the customer has engaged our company to complete their 
project.  

DIX Engineering was established in 1923 to provide 
engineering services and products to customers in the 
Riverland region engaged in agriculture and other customers 
needing specialised requirements. DIX Engineering undertook 
various infrastructure projects and manufactured and supplied 
a variety of filtration products and pipe fittings.

The company then decided to diversify and provide a 
much-needed product for the food produce industry.  We 
embarked on this project and single handedly designed and 
built electronic hand labellers and automatic inline labelling 
machines capable of labelling a wide variety of fruit and 
vegetables.

These machines are now extensively used throughout 
Australia with a solid reputation proven for over 20 years. 
The machines are recognised as being robust in design and 
simple in construction. The labelling machines have now been 
exported to more than 10 countries. This impressive record 
alone is testimony to our commitment to service for customers 
and their requirements. 

Independently owned and located in Renmark, the company 
is proud of its records and achievements and continues to be 
Australian owned by a small group of the management team. 
The labellers are Australian Made, and certain models are 
approved to CE, NATO, UL and VDS standards. 

Designed and engineered 
for everyday reliability



Find us at sites H1-H5

Help us raise funds for the
Royal Flying Doctor Service

COME AND JOIN US AT

 11AM DAILY FOR ANIMAL HEALTH
UPDATES

WITH BRONWEN BIRD- NATIONAL PROCUREMENT
MANAGER FOR ANIMAL NUTRITION

1PM DAILY FOR AGRONOMY UPDATES
WITH MICHAEL BEDNARZ - LOVELAND SALES

MANAGER

MEET THE TEAM AND CHECK OUT OUR
FANTASTIC DISPLAYS

Beside the main gate

Loveland nutrition demonstration
The latest in cattle handling equipment
Nutrien Insurance and Finance

By guessing the weight of this superb Tallangalook Santa Gertrudis sire
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NUTRIEN Ag Solutions Mareeba 
and Tolga are proud to be 
attending the 2025 Rotary FNQ 
Field Days.

We have been consistent 
attendees to the field days and 
have put in an extra special effort 
in this year to make out site is 
enjoyable and informative for our 
clients.

Our team has a solid focus on 
providing solutions for our client’s 
that make them profitable and 
sustainable.

We sell inputs for agriculture 
like fertiliser, seed, chemical 
and, animal health and nutrition 
products.

Nutrien has a full Team of 
agronomists who specialise in 
Horticulture, Broadacre crops 
and pasture.

We are trusted Livestock 
Agents selling cattle through sale 
yards, paddock sales and export.

Property sales is also one of 
our speciality area’s.

We also provide insurance and 
finance options for agriculture.

Nutrien Mareeba and Tolga 
proudly support our community 
by sponsoring The FNQ growers, 
many local campcrafts and rodeo 
events, local sporting clubs like 
the Dimbulah soccer and club 
and Mossman Working Dog 
Association. 

Come and see our 
Sponsorship board to see how 
we give back to our local rural 
community.

Solutions focussed – lots to see and do at the Nutrien site

WE’RE YOUR

Covering local news, sport and 
entertainment from across the region

VOCAL   
LOCAL
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT
LOCALLY OWNED NEWSPAPER

entertainment from across the region

EXPRESSThe

www.theexpressnewspaper.com.au    

HERE’S A FEW OF THE FEATURES OF OUR 
2025 NUTRIEN FIELD DAY SITE...
• Accurately guess the weight of the 30-month-
old Tallangalook Santa Gertrudis bull to have the 
chance to win some amazing prizes include a 
$1500 voucher to Cross Custom Meats. Simply 
visit Nutrien Ag Solutions site, make a gold coin 
donation, and estimate the weight of this superb 
$26,000 Tallangalook Santa Gertrudis sire. 
You can enter as many times as you wish but 

remember to donate every time to raise funds for 
RFDS.
• We will have Bronwyn Bird on site doing daily 
talks at 11am on animal health and nutrition – 
bring your question and we will help you find the 
answers to increase the productivity of your herd.
• Come and have a look at the amazing trial 
plot displays. We have planted a wide range of 
crops and subjected them to varied nutritional 
treatments vs no treatment. Let us help give you 

the edge and extract extra profit from your broad 
acre and horticultural crops. Michael Bednarz will 
be doing daily talks at 1pm to let you know what 
works best in our local climate.
• Don’t forget to say hi to our insurance and finance 
Team who will be on site. They can customise 
solutions for you and have a solid understanding 
of your agricultural business.
We look forward to seeing you on sites H1 to H5 
at the Field Days. 

ADVERTORIAL



Watch the saw
in action



COME VISIT US AT SITE F38 & F39

FIELD DAY SPECIALS!

All prices include GST.

Free HDS Hose Reel Offer

RRP $1,899

FREE!

RRP $1,899

FREE!

Hose reel
for compact class

Hose reel
for middle and
super class2.110-012.0
2.110-011.0

Get your free hose reel when you purchase
select HDS High Pressure Cleaners

RRP $1,899RRP $1,899Hose reel

SHOW
SPECIAL PRICE

$5,499
PLUS FREE HOSE REEL

HDS 6/14-4C Hot Water
High Pressure Cleaner

SPECIAL PRICE

$5,499
PLUS FREE HOSE REEL

High Pressure Cleaner

ASK US ABOUT
KÄRCHER 

ACCESSORIES
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At DTE Equipment, we're passionate about 
delivering smarter, more reliable and efficient 
vegetation management solutions. Visit 
us at the 2025 FNQ Field Days, Site A27, 
to explore our innovative equipment. As a 
leading supplier, we partner with industry 
pioneers like GreenTec to provide orchardists, 
councils, and contractors with transformative 
tools, including Quadsaws, Scorpion Boom 
Mowers, Cutterbars, and Puma Multi Carriers.

Transforming Orchard Management with 
GreenTec Quadsaws
For orchardists across Australia, maintaining 
healthy and productive trees is a critical 
task that demands timely and specific 
management. Our GreenTec LRS Series 
Quadsaws are proving to be game changers 
in this space. From the compact LRS 
1402, with its 1.4-meter working width and 

lightweight 48 kg design, to the robust LRS 
2402, capable of cutting branches up to 21 
cm thick, these saws are tailored to meet the 
diverse needs of orchardists. Whether you’re 
managing mangoes in Queensland or citrus 
in Victoria, the Quadsaws always delivers a 
clean cut and enables you to prune how and 
when you need to.

Take the example of Alf Pappalardo, a 
Queensland orchardist managing 90,000 
trees. Faced with rising contractor costs 
and inconsistent results, Alf turned to DTE 
Equipment for a solution. With the GreenTec 
Multi Carrier HXF 3302 and Quadsaw 
LRS 2402, he revolutionized his hedging 
process. “It has absolutely exceeded all 
our expectations, and we have paid for 
this saw in one season of hedging,” Alf 
shared. The equipment’s breakaway system 
ensures safety by preventing damage when 
encountering obstacles, while its versatility 
allows for quick attachment to tractors, skid 
steers, or excavators. Alf’s story, featured on 
our LinkedIn page, is just one of many, with 
orchardists nationwide reporting significant 
time savings, reduced labor costs, and 
improved yields thanks to our Quadsaws.

At Site A27, we invite orchardists to 
explore how our Quadsaws can streamline 
their operations. From the compact LRS 
1402 for smaller setups to the range-topping 
LRS 4802 for large-scale operations, there’s 
a model for every orchard. These tools aren’t 
just about cutting branches – they’re about 
empowering growers to optimize canopy 
management, enhance sustainability, and 
boost profitability.

Supporting Councils and Contractors with 
Spider Series Reach Mowers
Beyond orchards, DTE Equipment is proud to 
support councils and vegetation management 
contractors with our GreenTec Reach Mowers, 
a gold medal-winning innovation at the 2023 
Demopark fair in Germany. Available in four 
sizes (530, 630, 730, and 830), these mowers 
offer unparalleled flexibility, with a working 
range of up to 270° that allows operators to 
mow on both sides of a tractor and bring the 
cutting head into the driver’s field of vision. 
This design ensures precision and safety, 
making them ideal for roadside maintenance, 
hedge cutting, and tree trimming in public 
spaces.

Municipalities and contractors value the 
Scorpion Series for its adaptability. The 
Scorpion 830 PLUS, for instance, can be rear 
mounted on large tractors (minimum 8,000 
kg) and supports a wide range of attachments, 
from flail mowers to Quadsaws, enabling 
year-round use. The Scorpion 630 PLUS, 
suitable for medium-sized tractors, is perfect 

for councils managing roadsides, bike paths 
or residential areas, offering manoeuvrability 
in tight spaces. These mowers are designed 
for productivity and reliability.

Our YouTube channel showcases the 
Scorpion Series in action, demonstrating 
how these mowers tackle challenging terrain 
with ease. From clearing overgrown verges 
to maintaining neat hedgerows, the Spider 
Series is helping councils and contractors 
work smarter, not harder. At FNQ Field Days, 
visit us at Site A27 to see how these award-
winning mowers can elevate your vegetation 
management operations.

A Commitment to Smarter Solutions
Since our establishment in 2017, DTE 
Equipment has been guided by a mission to 
deliver “Smarter Ways to Work.” With over 50 
years of combined experience, we’ve built 
a reputation as Australia’s trusted supplier 
of vegetation management equipment. 
Our partnerships with market leaders like 
GreenTec ensure that every product we offer 
is tried, tested, and proven for Australian 
conditions. We’re not just selling equipment—
we’re providing solutions that save time, 
reduce costs, and enhance sustainability.

Visit Us at FNQ Field Days, Site A27. 
Visit Site A27 to discover our Quadsaws, 
Cutterbars, Scorpion Series Boom Mowers, 
and Puma Multi Carriers. Our team will help 
you find solutions to work smarter and more 
sustainably, whether you’re an orchardist, 
contractor or a council.

Learn more at www.dte-equipment.com.au

DTE Equipment: Empowering Orchardists 
and Vegetation Managers Across Australia

ADVERTORIAL



DISTRIBUTOR OF
SUSTAINABLE FERTILISERS

> Aerial crop dusting
> Aerial seeding
> Aerial fertilising
> Aerial multispectral mapping
> Aerial spraying of invasive weeds

0447 385 889
mark@aztecdynamics.com.au

aztecdynamics.com.au
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Kuranda | Mareeba | Chillagoe | Mt Molloy | Irvinebank

Mareeba Heritage
Museum & Visitor Centre
Ph (07) 4092 5674
mareebaheritagecentre.com.au

Kuranda Visitor
Information Centre
Ph (07) 4093 9311
kuranda.org

WHERERAINFOREST
MEETSTHEOUTBACK.

REEDYBROOK BREEDYBROOK B
Brahman StudBrahman Stud

BRIAN HARRIMAN on 0448 671 776BRIAN HARRIMAN 
THE BRAND TO BUY FOR BETTER BEEFBAH

REEDYBROOK B BRAHMAN STUD MADE HEADLINES IN 2023 

PURCHASING TOP PRICE BULL, TARRAMBA TRUE NORTH 4664 AT 

ROCKHAMPTON BRAHMAN WEEK SALE 2023 FOR $120,000.

Having made signi� cant and ongoing investments into stud cattle over the years, 

more than half a century of commitment and dedication is seen in the quality 

of the BAH branded cattle that Brian Harriman brings to the market in the 

Reedybrook B Brahman Stud. 

STUD principal Brian Harriman has an unwavering focus on quality which 

manifests itself in the foundation herd and the quality of bulls currently in use. All 

our cattle are paddock ready, with genetic resistance to ticks and � ies, suitable for 

harsh northern conditions.

Reedybrook B Brahman Stud is easily accessible to the northern 

market with stud cattle on display at the East Palmerston.

PROUDLY family-run – Servicing Cairns to 
Babinda and the Hinterland.

At Aztec Dynamics, we’re on a mission to 
help farmers thrive – naturally. Based in North 
Queensland, our family-run business specialises 
in organic fertilisers and aerial drone services that 
support nutrient-dense, sustainable farming.

Whether it’s aerial spraying, spreading, crop 
mapping, or early health warnings, our drone fleet 
– including DJI Agras T50s and XAG P100 Pros 
– offers a low-impact, cost-effective alternative to 
traditional machinery, leaving no soil compaction 
behind.

We also provide in-depth agronomy support, 
from soil and leaf testing (microbial, mineral, and 
Brix) to project management, spray programs, and 
insurance reporting. We even help you tap into the 
74 tonnes of atmospheric nitrogen floating above 
each hectare – naturally.

With products from industry leaders like Alltech 
Crop Science, and Nutri-Tech Solutions, we’re 
raising soil health, boosting crop resilience, and 
reducing your chemical fertiliser costs.

Services include:
• Aerial spraying & mapping
• Soil & leaf testing (on-site & lab-based)
• Early crop health alerts
• Independent agronomy reporting
• Sustainable fertiliser solutions\

Let’s build resilient farms – together.Locally owned. 
Farmer focused.

Contact us today to learn more and see us at 
the Field Days. 

ADVERTORIAL

Aztec Dynamics – Smart farming 
for a sustainable future
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A NEW $1.7 million mapping 
initiative is expected to change how 
fruit growers will soon respond to 
biosecurity threats.  By drawing on 
a range of inputs including industry 
data, citizen science, remote sensing 
and ground truthing this technology 
will see the development of industry 
specific mapping databases that will 
directly help protect Australian fruit 
from pests and disease.

The aim of mapping the location 
data is to safeguard the industries 
by allowing first responders and 
authorities to quickly plan protection 
zones during pest and disease 
incursions. 

Delivered by Hort Innovation and 
led by the University of New England’s 
Applied Agricultural Remote Sensing 
Centre (AARSC) in partnership with 
Future Food Systems CRC, the new tool 
marks an expansion of the Australian 
Tree Crop Map – a map which services 
a number of tree crop industries 
– including avocados, bananas, 
mangoes, citrus, and now lychees - and 
also boasts market access, traceability, 
yield forecasting, carbon storage, 
regeneration, and tropical weather and 
drought resilience applications.

Hort Innovation CEO Brett 
Fifield emphasised the critical role 
of the map in supporting biosecurity 
preparedness and response.

“The Australian Tree Crop Map 
has repeatedly proven its worth, 
particularly in the face of biosecurity 
challenges like the Varroa Mite 
incursion.” 

“With its ability to quickly pinpoint 
areas of concern, the map is an essential 
tool in managing biosecurity risks and 
equipping the industry with the timely 
data needed for an effective response.”

University of New England senior 
researcher Craig Shephard said the 
map is becoming a cornerstone for 
biosecurity monitoring.

“The Australian Tree Crop Map, 
created to Australian mapping 
standards and freely available for 
industry use, is rapidly advancing as a 
benchmark for industry-wide spatial 
data adoption. This data is critical 
for underpinning early biosecurity 
detection, risk assessment, and 
response coordination.”

Australian Lychee Growers’ 
Association executive officer Jill 
Houser said the map will enhance 
biosecurity planning for lychee 
growers.

“Access to this comprehensive 
mapping resource will give lychee 
growers invaluable insights to better 
respond to biosecurity risks and other 
industry challenges. The data on crop 
trends and regional variations will help 
us make informed decisions, ensuring 

that we can protect our industry from 
both biosecurity threats and market 
shifts.”

Industries tracked by the Australian 
Tree Crop Map, are now using the data 
to create industry specific dashboards 

to enable data driven decisions into 
the future. Growers are encouraged to 
reach out to their peak industry body 
to access these dashboards or ‘spatial 
hubs’. 

Updated mapping data for 

Queensland’s Wet Tropics is expected 
to be published in early May, including 
the intensive growing regions in 
(Mareeba, Dimbulah, Atherton, 
Innisfail, Tully) and the Burdekin 
(Ayr, Bowen, Proserpine). 
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New technology makes biosecurity 
responses easier for fruit growers
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A STRONG connection with the local 
community has inspired three local 
businesses to return as Strategic Partners 
of the 2025 Rotary FNQ Field Days.

Grateful for the incredible support 
they have received, Mete Motor 
Group, Tyrepower Mareeba, and NQ 
Agricultural Services once again stepped 
forward to help drive the successes of 
Northern Australia’s largest Field Days.

Their ongoing partnership highlights 
the power of community spirit and the 
shared pride in supporting the region’s 
agricultural and rural industries.

Each of the three businesses have been 
exhibitors at the Rotary FNQ Field Days 
for many years and have experienced a 
wealth of benefits as a result.

Mete Motor Group Dealer Principal 
David Mete said event was a fantastic 
opportunity to connect with a wide 
demographic.

“This will be our seventh event as 
Strategic Partners,” he said.

“We’ve enjoyed being part of the 
growth of the event and it’s one of the 
biggest events for our region, so to 

be involved is great to not only give 
something back to the community, but 
for our business as well.

“As a sponsor we’re helping the event 
grow so it’s a win-win both ways.

“We always get our existing customers 
come around to our site to say g’day, which 
is good. But the drawcard for a Field Days 
is there would be people walking past 
that might not have thought about our 
product before, but they stop in and you 
quite often get some new customers that 
you might not have got otherwise.”

Tyrepower Mareeba has been proudly 
locally owned and operated for more 
than 40 years.

Owner and Operator John Raso said 
he looked forward to attending the Rotary 
FNQ Field Days to not only showcase his 
business and products, but to give back to 
an event that contributed so much to the 
Far North community.

“I love supporting the community 
in any way that I can, so that’s why we 
continue to be part of the event,” he said.

“The event is so good for local 
businesses and brings such a boost.

“I’ve been a sponsor for a long time, 
but I don’t think I’ve ever missed a Field 
Days ever since it first started back near 
the prison. That’s why I’m so passionate 
about supporting it each time it’s on.”

NQ Agricultural Services from Tolga 
is celebrating its third event as Strategic 
Partners of the Rotary FNQ Field Days.

Managing Director James Fisher said 
the company was “proud” of offer their 
support and it gave the team the chance 
to offer advice, demonstrate gear, and 
“just enjoy being right in the thick of it 
all”.

“At NQ Agricultural Services, 
supporting this incredible Field Day has 
become a highlight of our year – and after 
six years, it truly feels like home,” he said.

“Our team is passionate about what 
we do, and this event gives us the perfect 
chance to connect with the community 
we love serving. 

“It’s not just about showcasing 
machinery – it’s about being part of 
something that brings the entire region 
together.”

Local legends 
back Field Days

John Raso, David Mete and James Fisher – proud strategic partners of the Rotary FNQ Field Days. 

A SMALL family-owned business that is revolutionising 
the agricultural industry with their high-tech drone 
equipment will reach new heights at the 2025 Rotary 
FNQ Field Days.

Operating in Townsville since 2019, TravEarth 
Drone Services specialises in agricultural spraying and 
spreading, aerial thermography, mapping, surveying, 
irrigation monitoring and management, and real-time 
livestock management.

The company provides top-tier drone solutions 
tailored for the agricultural sector and services as far 
North as the Cape, inland to Julia Creek and south to 
Mackay.

TravEarth Drone Services has come on board as 
a sponsor of this year’s highly anticipated Ag and 
Innovation Forum Program. 

Owner/operator Trav Van Dooren will carry out live 
drone demonstrations in the arena at 12.30pm each day 
during the Field Days, showcasing the revolutionary 
work that can be done in the agricultural industry.

He said drones had revolutionised agriculture by 
offering farmers major cost savings, enhanced efficiency 
as well as increasing profitability. 

“We will be showcasing some of the latest DJI 
agricultural drone technology and give a brief 
introduction to it, show some spot spraying, how quickly 
it can be automated and a range of the other benefits and 
capabilities of drones,” Mr Van Dooren said.

“Drones are becoming a very viable asset to growers 
for those hard-to-reach areas, and when the ground is 
wet, they’ve got an option to still be efficiently covering 
ground.

“Compared to what farmers pay for a tractor, drones 
are a very good price point. The cost for what they can 
do is in a very good Mr Van Dooren said.window for the 
flexibility for it.”

This will be the second year TravEarth Drone Services 
has exhibited at the Rotary FNQ Field Days.

“We thoroughly enjoy supporting the FNQ Field 
Days, it’s such a good show that’s put on,” Mr Van 
Dooren said.

“It’s also a chance for us to interact with people. 
There’s a lot of myths that need to be busted when it 
comes to drones so it’s good to give people first-hand, up 
to date information of what’s actually possible.”

TravEarth is fully self-sufficient and are equipped 
with an 800L water tank, chemical mixer, generator and 
DJI equipment. 

TravEarth 
takes to 
the sky at 
Field Days



These exceptional outcomes are not just seen in Sugarcane,
 BUT ACROSS ALL CROP TYPES.

GREAT
FOR ALL
CROPS

TOO!
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RFDS Mental Health 
& Wellbeing team
Our RFDS team is specially trained to help people who 
are experiencing challenges to find ways to overcome 
those challenges, and improve their wellbeing.

Contact us today (07) 4040 0444 
or email mhadmin@rfdsqld.com.au

Join our Facebook group RFDS 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Cape York

We help with:
> Feeling depressed, anxious 

or worried
> Grief, loss and trauma
> Alcohol and other substance use

> Managing stress
> Thoughts you don’t like 

or understand
> Other problems you might have.

THE FURTHEST CORNER. THE FINEST CARE.

MAREEBA 

WHAT if a simple shift in how your crop 
accesses nutrients could reshape your 
sugarcane performance—delivering 
heavier cane, richer in sugar? 

What if you could increase sucrose 
content by 20%, and on top of that, 
produce 20% more kilograms of cane per 
hectare? 

Across extensive trials, CropBioLife has 
demonstrated exactly that: improvements 
in nutrient uptake that lead to healthier 
plants, and from there, significant gains in 
both yield and quality. All while delivering 
great ROI, not just for Sugarcane, but for 
all crops.

CropBioLife is an Aussie-made 
botanic foliar spray that works brilliantly 
on all plants. The unique compounds in 
CropBioLife trigger the plant’s metabolism 
to be more effective, enhancing nutrient 
uptake. 

When plants absorb nutrients more 
efficiently, processes like photosynthesis 
go into overdrive, building sugars and 
converting that energy into stronger 
growth, better root function, improved 
resilience – and ultimately, better returns.

In sugarcane, this enhanced nutrient 
uptake has shown a clear compounding 
effect. Across multiple sites, growers 
applying CropBioLife recorded an 
average 20% increase in cane weight per 
hectare, and 20% more sucrose per kilo of 
harvested cane. 

These are not isolated benefits – they 
work together. Healthier cane, packing 
more sugar, means significantly greater 
total sugar output per hectare. It’s not just 
about growing more—it’s about growing 
better. 

These outcomes were supported by 
physical changes seen in the field. Treated 

plants showed increases in plant height 
(11-18%), cane diameter (10-12%), cane 
length (20-43%), and tiller number (15-
33%). There was also a consistent rise in 
BRIX values (2.5-8%), a direct marker of 
sugar concentration.

These improvements were driven 
by more efficient nutrient assimilation, 
enabling the plant to photosynthesise 
more effectively and direct more energy 
into cane development.

This nutrient-led transformation has 
benefits beyond the harvest. With improved 
root health and rhizosphere activity, 
CropBioLife supports better interaction 
between plant and soil biology – key for 
long-term soil health and sustainability. 

The enhanced efficiency also means 
farmers are likely to get better value from 
existing fertiliser programs, as nutrients 
are utilised more effectively. And with 
more robust plants, water use efficiency 
improves, giving crops a better buffer in 
challenging conditions.

Growers across the trials also reported 
noticeable reductions in input pressure. 
With stronger plants less prone to stress 
and more capable of supporting their own 
growth, some farmers observed a drop in 
fertiliser and pesticide usage –offering the 
potential for operational cost savings.

At its core, CropBioLife does one thing: 
it improves nutrient uptake. But from that 
foundation, the benefits cascade through 
the crop—boosting productivity, quality, 
and sustainability.

To understand how this can apply to 
your sugarcane program, or to review 
the full trial data, visit www.cropbiolife.
com or speak with your agronomist 
about integrating CropBioLife into your 
management plan.

Stronger Sugarcane Starts with Nutrient Uptake
ADVERTORIAL



Whether you’re tackling the toughest terrain, taking off for theWhether you’re tackling the toughest terrain, taking off for the
weekend or heading to work – there’weekend or heading to work – there’s an Isuzu D-MAX for you.s an Isuzu D-MAX for you.

Explore the Isuzu D-MAX range todayExplore the Isuzu D-MAX range today..
Optional Genuine Isuzu UTE accessories fitted to vehicle.

DISCOVER THE ISUZU D-MAX - VISIT US TODAY!

JOHN COLE ISUZU UTE
7813 Kennedy Highway, Atherton, QLD, 4883
johncoleisuzuute.com.au 4153648

John Cole Suzuki
SITE A2
Kennedy Highway, Atherton 
07 4030 5530 | johncolesuzuki.com.au

JOHN COLE

FIND ALL YOUR FAVOuRITE BRANDS AT COLE MOTOR GROUPFIND ALL YOUR FAVOuRITE BRANDS AT COLE MOTOR GROUP

START YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE 
VISIT US AT - SITE A2

ADVENTURE STARTS TODAY.
VISIT US AT - SITE A2

FIND ALL YOUR FAVOuRITE BRANDS AT COLE MOTOR GROUPFIND ALL YOUR FAVOuRITE BRANDS AT COLE MOTOR GROUP

Cole Mower Centre - All Wheel Drive Centre Cole Mower Centre - All Wheel Drive Centre 
Site R3 | T: (07) 4030 5400 Site R3 | T: (07) 4030 5400 
www.colemotorgroup.com.auwww.colemotorgroup.com.au
Cnr Vernon & Louise St AthertonCnr Vernon & Louise St Atherton

FIELD DAY SPECIAL 
Limited Time Only 

$5,999.00
COX STOCKMAN PLUS
Model: CTL17B32 | 17.5HP / 32” Cut
B&S Engine | AutoLok Diff

Normally: $6,999.00
SAVE $1,000!

FOR A BETTER LAWN TODAY
VISIT SHAYNE AT - SITE R3

Atherton Nissan - Site R4
CNR Louise & Vernon St, 
Atherton,QLD 4883
07 4030 5400 
www.athertonnissan.com.au

ATHERTON NISSAN

Visit Atherton Nissan at Site R4 and discover a full 
range of vehicles for every need:

Off-Road Ready 4x4s

Eco-Friendly & Fuel-Efficient Options (Electric & 
e-POWER)

Versatile SUVs for any adventure

- Flexible Finance Options
- Genuine Accessories
- Expert Advice

From rugged off-road to eco-conscious driving, 
we’ve got the perfect ride for you.

DRIVE WITH CONFIDENCE 
– EXPLORE NISSAN AT FIELD DAY! 

DON’T MISS OUT – FIND YOUR NEXT VEHICLE TODAY!



TIMES Wednesday 28th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 

- Skybury Farms, Papaya – picking & packing 
 

 
 

- Paddy’s Green, Lemon Myrtle – processing plant 

 
 

- Pinata Farming – Pineapples – planting  
 
 

 
 

Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. 
Skybury Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520 metres) above sea level.  Coffee and red papaya 
is grown at Skybury Tropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the perfect growing conditions 
for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red 
papaya. At peak times, the packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that's about 60 tonnes.  Skybury 
employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations. 

Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside Mareeba in Far North Queensland, 
where we have 300 sunny days a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. Whilst we 
cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a wet and dry season, which is perfect for the 
production of lemon myrtle.  The lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully designed process to 
create the high quality products we see today. 

When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering 
uncharted territory for pineapple production.  Piñata pineapples are grown on four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned 
properties spread over 150 hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end of the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern 
operation produces some 200,000 trays between October and March. Growing conditions are close to perfect with 
winter days – when flowers set – averaging between 26 and 31 degrees celsius and rarely less than 12 degrees celsius 
overnight.  The annual average rainfall of 175mm usually falls between December and March – perfect for growing 
pineapples.  Every year, we plant 2.3 million pineapples and harvest about three million.  At peak times, our shed can 
pack up to 3,500 trays a day.  We produce two pineapple varieties here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to 
produce a crop, six months less than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.   

TIMES Wednesday 28th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 

- Skybury Farms, Papaya – picking & packing 
 

 
 

- Paddy’s Green, Lemon Myrtle – processing plant 

 
 

- Pinata Farming – Pineapples – planting  
 
 

 
 

Skybury Farm is located at Paddy’s Green just outside Mareeba, at the northern end of the fertile Atherton Tablelands. 
Skybury Plantation covers 470 acres (190) and sits about 1706 feet (520 metres) above sea level.  Coffee and red papaya 
is grown at Skybury Tropical Plantation. The sandy soils and subtropical climate provide the perfect growing conditions 
for coffee and papaya. Skybury produces about 40 tonnes of green coffee per year and over two million kilos of red 
papaya. At peak times, the packing shed will process over 60 pallets of papaya per day - that's about 60 tonnes.  Skybury 
employs about 90 people in its papaya, coffee and tourism operations. 

Our Lemon Myrtle Is Grown at Paddys Green which is just outside Mareeba in Far North Queensland, 
where we have 300 sunny days a year – an attraction for Grey Nomads from all over the country. Whilst we 
cool down slightly in the winter we traditionally have a wet and dry season, which is perfect for the 
production of lemon myrtle.  The lemon myrtle trees have been growing for about 2.5 years and are now 
ready to harvest the new shoots. Harvesting the leaves and young stems is a carefully designed process to 
create the high quality products we see today. 

When we planted our first pineapples in the Mareeba district of tropical north Queensland in 1994, we were entering 
uncharted territory for pineapple production.  Piñata pineapples are grown on four adjoining Piñata Farms-owned 
properties spread over 150 hectares of gentle slopes at Paddy’s Green, at the northern end of the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Mareeba’s sandy soil and nine-month dry spell is ideal for summer pineapple production. Our northern 
operation produces some 200,000 trays between October and March. Growing conditions are close to perfect with 
winter days – when flowers set – averaging between 26 and 31 degrees celsius and rarely less than 12 degrees celsius 
overnight.  The annual average rainfall of 175mm usually falls between December and March – perfect for growing 
pineapples.  Every year, we plant 2.3 million pineapples and harvest about three million.  At peak times, our shed can 
pack up to 3,500 trays a day.  We produce two pineapple varieties here – MD2s and 73-50s. It takes 18 months to 
produce a crop, six months less than Wamuran. We have modified traditional growing practices to suit the region, 
implementing measures such as erosion control, underground drainage and irrigation.   

CATTLE 
DISPLAY  

Check our the 
biggest cattle 

display in FNQ

GUESS THE WEIGHT 
OF THE BULL 

Visit Nutrien Ag Solutions 
and help raise money for 

The Royal Flying Doctors by 
guessing the weight 

TRACTOR
PULL 

Don’t miss this 
crowd favourite daily 

on the track 

BOBCAT 
SKILLS SHOW   

An impressive Bobcat 
Skills Show daily
by Rex Petersen

HEALTH &
WELLBEING FOR ALL

 
Visit the Health and Wellbeing 

area, try your hand at Art 
Therapy and catch up 

with host of community 
organisations on hand

AG. & 
INNOVATION 

FORUM 
PROGRAM

DETECTION DOGS 
DEMONSTRATION OF 

ELECTRIC ANTS 
Thursday and Friday 

in the Arena

3 BIG FIELD DAYS 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING FOR ALL
– Beside the Rotary Tea House

GUESS THE WEIGHT OF THE BULL FOR CHARITY
– Nutrien Ag Solutions (Sites H1–H5) Winner drawn Friday 
Gold coin donation in support of The Royal Flying Doctors

QLD FIRE RESCUE SERVICES & QLD RURAL  
FIRE SERVICES 

– At the Services display area
‘Our capabilities’

‘Recruitment opportunities’
‘New prototype vehicle display’

CATTLE DISPLAY 

7.00AM (THURSDAY ONLY)
AG. & INNOVATION QFF BREAKFAST  

*PRIVATE TICKETED EVENT 
– Concluded with event official opening by  

The Honourable Minister Tony Perrett MP, Minister for Primary Industries

9.30AM (THURSDAY ONLY)
AGRI COMMODITIES – RABOBANK  

STEFAN VOGEL

10.00AM (DAILY) 
CLARKE DIESEL/HITACHI SOIL SAFARI DEMO

10.30AM (DAILY) 
GR8 NORTHERN AG KUBOTA TRACTOR PULL

– At the Tractor Pull Track

10.30AM (THURSDAY ONLY)
NATIONAL FARMERS FEDERATION

11.00AM (THURSDAY & FRIDAY ONLY)
DETECTION DOGS DEMONSTRATION  

OF ELECTRIC ANTS
– In the Arena

Electric Ants Odour Detection Dogs by Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

12.30PM (DAILY)  
AG DRONE DEMONSTRATION BY TRAVEARTH  

DRONE SERVICES
– In the Arena

TRAVEARTH, Sponsor of Ag. & Innovation Forum Program

1.00PM (WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY ONLY)
AG. & INNOVATION BUS FARM TOUR

Sponsored by Bendigo Community Bank Mareeba & Dimbulah

1.15PM (DAILY) 
BOBCAT SKILLS SHOW BY REX PETERSEN

– Near the Tractor Pull Track

2.00PM (DAILY) 
CLARKE DIESEL/HITACHI SOIL SAFARI DEMO

– Near the Tractor Pull Track

2.30PM (WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY ONLY) 
GR8 NORTHERN AG KUBOTA TRACTOR PULL

– At the Tractor Pull Track

AG. & INNOVATION - BROUGHT TO YOU BY ROTARY  
FNQ FIELD DAYS PARTNERED WITH FNQ GROWERS

What ’s  OnWhat ’s  On

TIMES Thursday 29th May 2025 
1.00pm – 5.00pm Bus Tour 

Departing Mareeba Rodeo Grounds 
Bookings on FNQ Rotary Field Days website under ‘tickets’ 
Ticket holders to meet at the Ag & Innovation Area at 1pm. 
MC – Paul Fagg 
 

- Sunwater Modernisation Scheme 

 
 

- Rocky Creek Orchards – automated spray machine 

 
 

- Rock Ridge Farming – Packing House 

  
 
 

Andrew Cooper, Sunwater Operations Manager for the Far North talks about the Mareeba-
Dimbulah irrigation scheme which includes Lake Tinaroo and the modernisation project 
that has been completed. 

Rocky Creek Orchards is a family-owned horticultural, processing and packaging 
business operated by the Masasso family on the Atherton Tablelands in Far North 
Queensland. 
Our three farms in Tolga, Mutchilba and Dimbulah take advantage of the naturally fertile 
soils and tropical climate, growing a diverse and quality crop of avocados, mangoes, 
passionfruit, lychees, gold kiwifruit and potatoes. 

Rock Ridge Farming is a family owned and operated enterprise situated high in 
the picturesque Atherton Tablelands of Far North Queensland. The rich, volcanic 
soils of this area allow us to grow produce of the highest quality. We currently 
produce avocados and bananas on numerous farming properties geographically 
spread across the Tablelands from the quaint little village of Yungaburra to the 
outback town of Dimbulah. 

FARM TOURS 
Sponsored by Bendigo 

Community Bank 
Mareeba & Dimbulah

CLARKE DIESEL/
HITACHI SOIL 
SAFARI DEMO 

Daily

AG DRONE 
DEMO

Daily live demonstrations 
of the Ag Drone in 
action in the arena



TOGETHER, WE 

CONNECTCONNECT
INSPIREINSPIRE
empowerempower

TRANSFORMTRANSFORM

The Rotary FNQ Field Days is proudly brought to you by the 
Rotary Clubs of Atherton and Mareeba

Connecting to transform our communities. Inspiring the next generation of leaders.  
 Empowering those who have big dreams to achieve great things. Uniting problem solvers 

around the globe to do more good and to help revitalise the places we call home. 
Cconnecting to make communities stronger – that’s what people of action do. 


